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NOW OPEN!

The Marek and Knight Homes at the MCH Boys Ranch 
are now open and welcoming young men into spaces 

of hope , healing and  transformation .

We give thanks for the generosity of the Marek and 
Knight families who helped make this vision a reality.

Marek Home

Knight Home



 At Methodist Children’s Home, 
transformation happens through 
relationships. Relationships are at 
the heart of our mission: to equip 
children, youth and families to 
flourish through Christ-centered 
relationships, services and 
support. Whether in our residential 
programs, through MCH Family 
Outreach or in the many ways we 
connect with communities across 
Texas and New Mexico, this is what 
guides us.

 In this issue of Sunshine, we highlight several examples of 
transformative relationships in action. You’ll find a special Q&A 
feature with Traci Wagner, vice president for programs, and 
Marissa Smith, assistant vice president for programs, designed 
to help readers better understand how family outreach 
services work and how you can refer families who might 
benefit from support. It is a great reminder that our impact 
extends far beyond our headquarters in Waco and reaches 
into homes and neighborhoods every day.
 We also share a look back at the Willson-Johnson Lecture 
Series and CORE National Conference, through a special photo 
essay. The energy and collaboration at this event reflected 
our shared commitment to excellence in care and leadership 
among like-minded organizations nationwide. 
 No issue of Sunshine would be complete without 
celebrating the young people at the heart of our mission. 
From our Homecoming court and student-athletes to the 
stories featured in our youth, day student, family outreach and 
transition services profiles, each one reminds us why we do 
this work.
 Thank you for being part of the MCH family and for helping 
make these stories of hope possible. Together, we continue to 
empower all we serve to experience life to the fullest — one 
relationship at a time.
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 Methodist Children’s Home was honored to 
host the revived Willson-Johnson Lecture Series in 
conjunction with the 2025 Coalition of Residential 
Excellence (CORE) National Conference, held 
October 21–23 in Waco. The three-day event 
brought together professionals from across the 
nation who share a commitment to best practices 
in residential care and family services. 
 Attendees heard from keynote speakers 
Dr. Robert Anda, co-founder and co-principal 
investigator of the landmark Adverse Childhood 
Experiences (ACEs) Study, and Shenandoah Chefalo, 
founder and lead strategist for Chefalo Consulting. 
The conference featured dynamic workshops, 
thoughtful panel discussions and opportunities for 
collaboration among leaders in the field. 
 Trey Oakley, MCH president and CEO, reflected 
on the experience, saying, “Hosting this event 
allowed us to celebrate the deep history of MCH 

while also learning from today’s leading voices 
in child and family care. The energy and sense of 
purpose throughout the week reminded us why 
this work matters so much.” 
 Brooke Davilla, vice president for organizational 
effectiveness, added, “It was inspiring to see 
professionals from across the country gather 
to share ideas and build relationships. The 
conversations that began here will continue to 
shape our collective efforts to strengthen families 
and communities.” 
 The conference also included moments of 
celebration, including recognition of MCH Board 
Chair and alumnus Les Leskoven with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award and Houseparents of the 
Year awarded to Scott and Jennette Stanley at the 
annual Catherine Hershey Awards. 
 Find more photos and videos from these events 
at MCH.org/wjlectureseriesandcore.

Willson-Johnson Lecture Series and 
CORE National Conference Bring 
Learning and Connection to Waco

WRITTEN BY KELLY LAWSON
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1.) Shenandoah Chefalo, founder and lead strategist for Chefalo Consulting, inspired attendees with her message on resilience during the 
2025 CORE National Conference.  2.) Guests engage in a fireside chat with keynote speakers Shenandoah Chefalo and Dr. Robert Anda, 
moderated by Dr. Jon Singletary, Diana R. Garland Endowed Chair in Child and Family Studies at Baylor University. 3.) Kelly Lawson, senior 
director for advancement at MCH, presents “Mission Meets Strategy: Fundraising That Sustains and Grows” during a breakout session. 4.) 
Participants take part in a guided tour of the Methodist Children’s Home Waco campus. Lyle Mason, vice president for Advancement, leads a 
stop inside the historic Perkins Heritage Home. 5.) Traci Wagner, vice president for programs at Methodist Children’s Home, and Kristi Hayes, 
regional director for Unbound Now Central Texas, connect during the Willson-Johnson Lecture Series. 6.) Dr. Robert Anda, co-founder and co-
principal investigator of the landmark Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) Study, delivers a keynote address at the Willson-Johnson Lecture 
Series, sharing insights on the long-term effects of trauma.

1. 2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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7.) Guests enjoy a visit to Magnolia headquarters, experiencing a 
taste of Waco during the 2025 CORE National Conference.  
8.) MCH alumnus and Board Chair Les Leskoven receives the Lifetime 
Achievement Award during the Catherine Hershey Awards at the 
2025 CORE National Conference. Pictured (L–R) are James Turner, 
CORE board president and Milton Hershey School administrator; Les 
Leskoven; Trey Oakley, MCH president and CEO; and Don Forrester, 
CORE executive director. 9.) CORE National Conference attendees 
enjoy Texas hospitality during their visit to Waco. 10.) MCH President 
and CEO Trey Oakley with Kelly Atkinson, board member, and Tim 
Packer, executive director of The Cove, sharing ideas and connection 
at the Willson-Johnson Lecture Series. 11.) CORE attendees gather for 
a final group photo after the closing session, celebrating connection, 
learning and shared commitment.

7. 8.

9.

10.

11.
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12.) John Warren, MCH communityengagement and training specialist, 
with Troy McPeak of the Karyn Purvis Institute of Child Development, 
following a thoughtful panel discussion at the CORE National Conference. 
13.) The MCH executive leadership team with Dr. Robert Anda at the 
Willson-Johnson Lecture Series. L–R: Trey Oakley, Brooke Davilla, Dr. 
Robert Anda, Traci Wagner, Julie Mitchell and Lyle Mason. 14.) Scott 
and Jennette Stanley receive the House Parents of the Year Award at 
the Catherine Hershey Awards. L-R: James Turner, CORE board president; 
Dorothy Phillips, MCH senior director for programs (Waco campus); 
Jennette and Scott Stanley, MCH home parents; Don Forrester, executive 
director of CORE. 15.) Alice Fry, MCH clinical therapist, leads a breakout 
session on providing therapy for children and youth in out-of-home 
placements during the CORE National Conference.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Thank You to Our Title & Live Oak Sponsors
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FAMILY OUTREACH Q&A
Program Leaders Discuss Often Little-Known Services

 Methodist Children’s Home Family Outreach offices provide vital support to children and families in a variety of ways 
though many people are often unaware of the full scope of what these offices do. With several locations across Texas and New 
Mexico, Family Outreach teams are on the front lines of strengthening families, offering resources, guidance and hope within 
their communities.
 To learn more about the impact and purpose behind this work, Sunshine visited with Traci Wagner, vice president for 
programs, and Marissa Smith, assistant vice president for programs, to discuss how Family Outreach is helping families thrive.

Q: MCH Family Outreach offers case management services. What does that look like?

Q: How does parent education fit in with Family Outreach?

WAGNER: Parent education at MCH is trauma-informed and culturally responsive, focusing 
on empowerment rather than prescription. The goal is to build protective factors that 
strengthen families and promote healing. 

We offer parent education in person, virtually or through hybrid models — wherever families 
can gather. During the pandemic, we adapted creatively, and post-COVID we remain flexible, 

delivering education in our offices, in homes or at partner sites. (Continued on next page)

SMITH: Sometimes case management is as simple as paying a bill or making a referral to 
a specialist. Other times, it involves parent skill-building, which creates lasting, cyclical 
change. When cases focus on skill-building, staff spend about a month assessing families’ 
strengths and needs to tailor services accordingly. We start with what the family considers a 
priority, even if the assessment suggests other areas for growth.

Services can include parent education, nurture groups and modeling parenting techniques 
in the home. Families also receive practical support like resume help, job interview coaching and 
transportation to interviews.

Support extends to schools as well, helping parents navigate special education services and advocate 
for their children. Many parents don’t know where to start. Staff accompany parents to ARD (Admission, 
Review and Dismissal) meetings, explain how they work, the laws the school is bound to, how to fill out the 
paperwork and how to advocate for the child to get the services they need.

Case management usually lasts four to six months but can be as brief as a few days when only immediate 
help is needed. We meet families where they are.

WRITTEN BY KEN SURY
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Q: What are the differences between kinship care and foster care?

WAGNER: As Marissa noted about case management, we love partnering with agencies, churches and like-
minded organizations to extend parent education to the communities they serve. Recently, we completed a 
series in collaboration with Head Start. We go wherever we’re invited — as long as it’s safe and aligned with 
our mission. This is an area where we truly excel.

We use several curricula, with our standout being Nurturing Parenting, an evidence-based program that 
promotes empathy, self-worth, appropriate discipline and parent-child bonding. It covers topics like child 
development, positive discipline and managing stress, usually delivered in group sessions but adaptable for 
in-home family units.

Our most-used curriculum is Connected Caregivers, an adaptation of Trust-Based Relational Intervention 
(TBRI) created in-house over a decade ago. It breaks down TBRI into practical, skills-based applications for all 
caregivers, regardless of their family situation.

Another unique offering is Parent Cafe, a community-building model focused on fostering social 
connections among parents and caregivers. Facilitated discussions are framed around the Strengthening 
Families Protective Factors, which include parental resilience, social connections, knowledge of parenting 
and child development, concrete support in times of need, and social-emotional competence of children. 
This framework also guides our case management approach.

SMITH: Kinship care is when a child is raised by a family member, such as a grandparent, aunt or uncle, 
or by a close friend. At MCH, we support kinship families through our regular case management services 
and parent education. For example, we help grandparents caring for their grandchildren with the same 
commitment and resources we offer all families.

In foster care, we license both traditional foster families and kinship families under the same process. 
Whether you’re a grandparent or another family member, the pre-service trainings, licensing requirements, 
placement, monitoring and support are consistent for all foster homes.

However, Texas is moving toward lessening the licensing requirements specifically for kinship families. 
This change aims to make it easier and quicker for kinship homes to become licensed, prioritizing placing 
children with relatives rather than unrelated foster families. Once these new standards are in place, MCH will 
license kinship families separately but continue to provide the same services and support offering TBRI and 
case management regardless of relation to the child.

We want to support kinship families even more, especially when grandparents adopt children in their care. 
We extend ongoing case management to walk alongside these families, recognizing the challenges they 
face, including limited resources. Our goal is to ensure grandparents and other kinship caregivers have the 
help they need to provide stable, loving homes.

This work is vital and one of our favorite parts of what we do because research shows children do better 
living with relatives than in unrelated foster or adoptive homes. Often, kinship families just lack the 
resources. By providing financial assistance, case management and support, we help keep children with 
those who know and love them best.
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Q: If someone is not near a Family Outreach office, can they still receive help?

WAGNER: We definitely encounter that. We’ve been in some of these communities well over 40, 50 years, 
and it’s a continual focus for us to make sure we have a footprint and that we’re making an impact in the 
communities where we’re located and beyond.

I would say the other myth about Family Outreach is that there is a certain type of family or demographic 
that could benefit from outreach services. There have been seasons in my parenting life where I could have 
benefited from MCH services. I tend to think that we have something to offer to anyone who’s open to it, 
regardless of the need. If MCH doesn’t have something that fits or can intervene appropriately, we probably 
know someone who can come alongside that family for whatever the situation is. (Continued on next page)

WAGNER: Collaboration is key to meeting the full range of family needs. 

SMITH: Our case management services weren’t originally designed to be virtual, and many believe these 
services are most effective in person. While parent education can be fully virtual, there’s something unique 
about being physically present in a family’s living room when doing deeper, more personal work.

That said, we recognize the importance of flexibility, especially in New Mexico, where some families live 
hours away. We’re committed to meeting families’ needs, whether in person or virtually, and adapting as 
necessary. Though offering more virtual support is still relatively new for us, it’s an important step toward 
greater accessibility.

When families need services beyond what we provide, we help connect them with other agencies and work 
closely with like-minded partners to ensure comprehensive support. 

Q: I’m told that two of the biggest misconceptions about MCH Family 
Outreach offices are first, that people don’t even know that they exist and 
second, that all locations have residential living. (Only the Waco MCH campus 
and Boys Ranch have on-site residences).

WAGNER: When possible, we provide services like parent education by phone or virtually, expanding our 
reach through technology. Community training is also a key part of our work, serving as the consultation 
and training arm of our programs.

MCH staff frequently travel either individually or in small teams to conferences or by invitation to partner 
with like-minded organizations and community groups. That certainly doesn’t keep us within the bounds of 
Texas and New Mexico, even though Texas and New Mexico are our charter and get priority services from us.
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Q: If someone is not near a Family Outreach office, can they still receive help?

SMITH: Absolutely. Families often contact us when they’re already at a breaking point, saying things like, “I 
just want my kid out of my home. He needs something more.” It’s disheartening because if they had reached 
out two years earlier, there would have been many opportunities to provide support before things escalated.

That really ties into what Traci said about our services being for everyone. When I started as a case manager 
in Waco, I worked with several families where either the husband or wife was a doctor, and they had plenty 
of resources but still needed significant behavioral support for their children. If they had asked for help 
earlier, the impact could have been very different.

SMITH: I think maybe this is broad, but one thing to mention is that the large purpose of what we do in 
outreach services is preventative in nature. While our donors often know about our campus and residential 
care, which is an incredible service, the real win is when our outreach locations are doing prevention well. 
That means we’re helping prevent kids from having to be removed from their homes to enter foster care or 
residential care.

WAGNER: At its heart, Family Outreach is about meeting families where they are, offering flexible, 
compassionate support that spans the full continuum of care. Whether it’s early prevention to keep children 
safely at home or deeper intervention when challenges arise, our commitment remains the same: walking 
alongside families with respect, empathy and tailored services that truly make a difference. This flexibility 
and dedication ensure that no matter a family’s situation or where they live, MCH is there to provide hope, 
healing and lasting support.

Q: Is there anything else you feel is important to share?

WAGNER: We love the term ‘warm handoffs.’ We like creative yesses, but when we can’t say yes, we pride 
ourselves on making a warm handoff to a like-minded organization or a community partner or local pastor, 
whatever the case may be.

Scan this QR code to get in touch with 
an MCH Family Outreach  office today!
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 “I like going outside and reading the Bible, or journaling,” 
she said. “I’m helping plan services in worship. We had an 
open mic and I got to sing.”
 Ada Benns, her youth care counselor at the Ashcraft Home, 
said De’Unique is thriving at MCH.
 “De’Unique is a beautiful, talented, athletic young lady,” 
Benns said. “I have watched her grow so much since she got 
here. She had a rough time adjusting to MCH at first, but I feel 
like when she saw that the staff around her really cared about 
her, she started changing for the better.”
 Before coming to MCH with her younger sister Precious in 
January 2023, De’Unique was at another high school, where 
she admits focusing on schoolwork was not a priority.
 “At my last school, I was skipping class and doing things 
that I wanted to do,” she said. “I had terrible anger. Oh, my 
goodness. Nobody could keep me in control. One little thing 
would snap me off.”
 But at MCH, she learned to keep her emotions in check and 
discovered people who looked out for her.
 “When I came to MCH, I started putting my mindset on my 
work to see how successful I wanted to be,” she said.
 De’Unique is a strong-willed person, said Cortney 
Richardson, student events and volunteer supervisor, who 
also serves as coach of the cheer squad De’Unique has been a 
part of the last two years.
 “De’Unique is wise and has a lot of perspective,” Richardson 
said. “She has been able to, over time, step back and see a 
bigger picture that includes other people’s perspectives and 
how things work outside of her. I think that brings her a lot of 
wisdom at her age in how she resolves conflict, how she leads 
a team, and how she encourages others.”
 Another impressive aspect of De’Unique is her desire for 
improvement, Richardson said.
 “De’Unique has this crazy drive to always be better,” she 
said. “Her jumps are incredible … and she wants them to be 
better. Her jumps are pristine. She has that same mindset in 
everything she does. Her motions are always on point.”
 She also loves running track. De’Unique excels in the sprint 
races and relays, and added long jump to her resume.
 “De’Unique is always trying to progress,” Richardson 
said. “Anything she is good at, she hones it and goes even 
further. With track, every year she gets faster. De’Unique 
is not stagnant. For a lot of people, when they are good at 
something — they’re good, and there is nothing wrong with 
that. But De’Unique constantly wants to become better and 
making those around her better.”
 De’Unique is already looking beyond high school. After 
graduation she plans to attend McLennan Community 
College in Waco, earn a Certified Nursing Assistant certificate 
and then work toward becoming a registered nurse.
 “My family grew up doing nursing, so that impressed on me 
to do nursing,” she said. “Nurses are always needed. I will keep 
pushing myself to do whatever and not give up.”
 The staff has no doubts De’Unique will achieve any goal 
she sets her mind to accomplish.
 “She is determined to become a woman who will make a 
difference in others’ lives,” Benns said. “De pushes herself to 
be better. It brings tears to my eyes watching how far she has 
come and the things she has overcome. I’m so proud of her 
and pray she continues to be the best version of herself.”

 It might have taken a little while for De’Unique to settle in at 
Methodist Children’s Home (MCH), but now she is fully immersed 
in life at MCH and carries an internal drive to be better.
 The University of Texas-University Charter School senior 
— who was crowned Homecoming queen this fall — plays 
volleyball, runs track, is captain of the cheer squad, and is 
active in Spiritual Life. Getting baptized during the summer 
filled her with pride, she said, as she tries to live more 
faithfully. Her favorite Scripture is Psalm 23.

YOUTH  PROFILE

DE’UNIQUE
Always Improving

By Ken Sury
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HOMECOMING 2025HOMECOMING 2025
Methodist Children’s Home celebrated a joyous Homecoming Week filled with fun —  from Disney and Barbie dress-up 
days to “Dress Like a Favorite Staff Member” day, where one student even dressed as MCH President and CEO Trey 
Oakley! The week wrapped up with a pep rally that included students playing basketball against the teachers, and a 
52-0 Bulldogs victory over St. Mary’s in front of fans and alumni, and our newly crowned Homecoming king and queen.
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 “Math is my favorite subject,” Angel said. “Mrs. Patterson 
is the best math teacher ever. She and my other teachers, 
the MCH staff and my classmates are very important to me. 
They’re my community and an extra support system I don’t 
have at home.”
 Angel came to MCH four years ago and enrolled in the 
residential program.
 “I was really disrespectful then,” she recalled. “I did not 
want to better myself at the time. After moving back home 
and enrolling in the Day Student program in 2023, I realized 
I wanted to change. I find comfort in this program because 
of how the staff supports me as I grow into a better version 
of myself.”
 Amy Grisham, director of school support, shared, “It is a 
pleasure to support Angel — through the good times and the 
hard ones.”
 “When I met Angel, she was this cute, little spitfire,” 
Grisham said. “Her personality was big, and it still is, but 
Angel is much more mature now. She has been through a 
lot, and we have witnessed her resilience and strength in 
everything she has faced.”
 During her time at MCH, Angel has learned to use her voice 
to serve others, too.
 “She is quick to advocate for her needs and those around 
her,” said Cortney Richardson, student events and volunteer 
supervisor. “As the cheer squad coach, I have seen Angel grow 
in her passion for others. She is 1,000 percent a natural leader.”
 Looking to her future, Angel is confident and 
determined to achieve her goals. The 15-year-old dreams 
of attending the University of Texas at Austin to become an 
occupational therapist.
 “I like helping others and understanding them on a deeper 
level,” Angel said. “I want to have a big family, too! I’d like to 
adopt six kids — maybe even more.
 “I hope to become successful and financially stable because 
I don’t want my kids to experience what I did growing up. I 
don’t want them to worry about when they will be able to eat 
again and when the lights are going to get turned back on.”
 The Day Student program staff believe Angel has a 
bright future.
 “When Angel commits to something, she commits,” said 
Clarence Degrate, Day Student program coordinator. “She 
is serious about whatever she wants to achieve in life, and I 
love that about her. Some days as staff we ask ourselves if we 
can continue to do the work. Then we have sparks, like Angel, 
who make everything worthwhile.”
 “I absolutely agree with Mr. Clarence; Angel is a big reason 
why we keep doing what we do,” said Allyson Welch, Day 
Student program case manager. “Angel is breaking through 
all the hard things she has endured and moving forward in a 
positive way. That’s amazing.”
 Angel is grateful for the community she has found in the 
Day Student program. The balance of structure and nurture 
have helped her “feel accomplished.”
 “I would recommend this program and MCH to anyone,” 
Angel said. “I love these people. If someone really wants to 
change for the better and needs extra help, the Day Student 
program is here for them.”

 On the volleyball court, Angel’s serves often lead to aces. The 
sophomore day student is an agile player who hustles during 
games and rallies her teammates with encouragement. Those 
characteristics are part of the reason Angel was chosen as this 
season’s team captain for the Lady Bulldogs.
 “Angel showed up every day for summer workouts and 
never complained,” said Akira Levy, athletic coordinator and 
head volleyball coach. “She put in a lot of hard work and 
made sure her grades were always up. Angel stepped into a 
role she was kind of nervous about taking on. She did a great 
job, and I think Angel has grown a lot as a person, as a player 
and as a teammate this season.”  
 When she’s not in athletics, Angel spends her time in the 
cheer squad, student advisory board and the Leadership, 
Education and Development (LEAD) program through the 
Greater Waco Chamber of Commerce. Angel’s true passion, 
though, lies in her studies.

DAY STUDENT  PROFILE

ANGEL
Serving Confidence

By Sarah Bey
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ADVANCEMENT NEWS

 During this Season of Hope, there are many meaningful 
ways to support the ministry of Methodist Children’s Home. 
You can give through our annual Christmas letter or at  
MCH.org, invite your Sunday School class to participate in 
the Secret Santa program to help provide Christmas gifts for 
young people in care, or encourage your church to consider a 
special Christmas offering for MCH. You can also invite an MCH 
guest speaker to share during worship or show an MCH video 
to help your congregation learn more about our mission. This 
is also a wonderful time to explore giving through an IRA 
distribution, which can offer tax advantages while making 
a lasting impact. Thank you for helping share hope with the 
children, youth and families we serve.

 We also invite you to help us keep your church information current. By 
scanning the QR code to the right, you can quickly update your congregation’s 
contact details and ministry leadership. Keeping these records up-to-date 
ensures we can stay connected, share resources and partner well with your 
church throughout the year. Thank you for taking a moment to help us 
strengthen this important relationship.

DID YOU KNOW?

Maximize the Impact of Your Retirement 
Account by Supporting MCH!

• Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) from your IRA must now start at age 73.

• Quali�ed Charitable Distributions (QCD) can still be made as early as age 70½.

• The annual per-taxpayer $100,000 QCD cap is now indexed for in�ation , which will  
allow you to give even more  from your IRAs directly to charity.

• Taxpayers required to take RMDs can still count QCDs toward their RMDs, thereby avoiding  the  
usual income tax hit on RMD dollars.

• You can make MCH a bene�ciary  of your Quali�ed Retirement Plan!
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 “Last year, I noticed Ivy wasn’t sleeping and her behavior 
was changing,” she said. “Ivy was later diagnosed with 
attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and a 
sleeping disorder. I was overwhelmed and never dealt with 
something like this before. I used to yell at Ivy a lot because 
she wouldn’t listen to me.”
 Gonzalez sought guidance and additional support from 
several local organizations but never received a response.
 “After that, I talked to someone at our apartment complex, 
and they told me about MCH.”
 The MCH Family Outreach team serving the greater Dallas 
area hosts monthly caregiver empowerment groups at the 
apartment complex center where the Gonzalezes live. 
 “We met Lydia Guerra, our case manager, two months 
ago, and I felt so blessed to finally receive an answer,” 
Gonzalez said. 
 “I can already tell our work together is paying off,” Guerra 
said. “I noticed how much calmer and happier Ms. Gonzalez 
and Ivy are. Sometimes people don’t know what they need. It 
is an honor to help this family and others.”
 Guerra taught Gonzalez about Trust-Based Relational 
Intervention, or TBRI, in which caregivers use different 
techniques to further empower, connect with and correct 
a child. In their time together, Guerra also helped Gonzalez 
create a “calming corner” in her home where Ivy regulates 
when needed.
 “When Ivy comes home from school and is stressed, she 
goes to her calming corner,” Gonzalez explained. “I put a timer 
on for eight minutes and Ivy expresses how she’s feeling. If 
she needs more time, I go along with what she needs.
 “Before, I would yell at Ivy,” Gonzalez continued. “Thanks to 
MCH, I haven’t yelled in two months because I know now how 
to better communicate with my daughter. I am very grateful 
Lydia continues to equip us with tools to connect. I am a 
better mother and a better person because of this.”
 Guerra is also helping Gonzalez navigate systems at Ivy’s 
new elementary school. The third grader is in a bilingual class, 
and Gonzalez said Ivy’s English reading level is not where it 
should be. With a note from Ivy’s doctor, Gonzalez hopes her 
daughter will soon be eligible to receive extra assistance in 
class and during state tests.
 “Ms. Gonzalez wants the best for Ivy,” Guerra said. “She is 
a great advocate for her child and is very proactive when it 
comes to Ivy’s health. Ms. Gonzalez is an excellent parent and 
I’m really proud of her.”
 Outside of school, Ivy and her mother enjoy movie outings, 
dinner dates and time at church and playgrounds. Ivy has big 
dreams for her future, too.
 “I want to become a science teacher,” she said. “I really like 
math, too.”
 Gonzalez looks forward to supporting Ivy in her future goals.
 “I ask God to keep me alive at least until Ivy can support 
herself on her own,” Gonzalez said. “She has already lost her 
mother, and I ask God to keep me going.”
 For other grandparents who are caregivers, Gonzalez’s 
message is simple.
 “Love the child,” she said. “They have already experienced 
loss in some way, so be there for them. Love cures everything.”

 A third of Texas grandparents were primary caregivers to 
their grandchildren in 2023, with almost 20 percent living in 
poverty, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. Kinship care 
has become common in every community across the state, 
with many relatives adopting their family members. Maria 
Gonzalez is one of these grandparents. 
 “I officially adopted Ivy as my daughter on October 2, 2018,” 
Gonzalez said. “I have always been in her life, though. Ivy’s 
mother, April, died in a car accident when Ivy was just a baby 
and her father was unable to care for her. That’s when I began 
caring for Ivy full time.”
 Gonzalez had plans to retire and travel after working for 
20 years as a certified nursing assistant at a nursing home in 
Arlington, Texas. She said God had other plans.
 “I feel things happen for a reason and I accepted the 
situation God put in my path,” Gonzalez said. “My older 
children are very close to me and Ivy, and they help us since I 
have not been able to work. I joke sometimes that my eldest 
child is 39 and my youngest is 8 years old.”
 Although Gonzalez does have extra support from her family, 
raising a child on her own again comes with many challenges.

FAMILY OUTREACH  PROFILE

THE GONZALEZES
Equipped to Connect

By Sarah Bey
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TRANSITION SERVIES  PROFILE

JACORYAN
Tapping to His Own Beat

By Ken Sury

 “They helped me get back to my doctor,” he said. “They helped 
me find a job. They helped me get my birth certificate. They 
helped me get my Social Security. They helped me learn how to 
be independent.”
 Jacoryan is working at a convenience store in Waco while 
continuing to take classes at McLennan Community College as 
he works toward an audio technology degree. He is on track to 
graduate in December.
 Alyssa Billingsley, another case manager in Transition 
Services, said Jacoryan has utilized every resource and 
opportunity he was given.
 “Jaco faced numerous unique challenges throughout his life 
that could have led him to give up, but he chose perseverance 
instead, defying the odds,” she said. “I am extremely excited for 
Jaco to graduate this year because he has worked incredibly 
hard to reach this milestone.”
 Jacoryan is grateful to the MCH case managers who helped 
him find his footing.
 Vela said Jacoryan doesn’t let anything define or limit him. 
“He channels his focus and creativity into his passion for music,” 
she said. “His determination to become a music composer and 
producer is unwavering, and he continues to work hard toward 
his goals every day.”
 Jacoryan especially enjoys rock and video game music. He 
owns and plays instruments, including a didgeridoo (a wind 
instrument primarily associated with tribes in Australia), steel 
tongue drum, guitars, synthesizer, lyre harp and autoharp. 
 “Jaco is an extremely talented individual who can play multiple 
instruments, often self-taught, and takes it a step further by 
arranging his own beats to create music using audio technology,” 
Billingsley said.
 He also finds joy in raising plants, including carnivorous ones, 
such as pitcher plants and sundews.
 “I just like growing them,” Jacoryan explained. “It feels good to 
put in hard work. Sometimes things will happen and your plant 
will get sick and die, but it’s okay because you can try again. 
Don’t let that discourage you. You can always grow it again.”
 Melvin Carter III, director of Transition Services, said Jacoryan is 
a great example of how persistence and effort lead to success.
 “He’s a model guy,” Carter said. “He does everything right in a 
time and a period where many try to cut corners. Jaco has not 
cut any corners. He has put in his time.”
 That perseverance served him well in getting hired at the 
convenience store.
 “He was so persistent at getting a job,” Carter said. “He really 
stayed after it. He was turned down by a lot of people who didn’t 
know what they were getting. He’s a good inspiration not only to 
this program, but to a lot of guys his age.”
 Jacoryan is proud of what he’s achieved so far.
 “I feel like I’ve really come a long way,” he said, adding that 
he’s working to repair his relationship with his mother and two 
younger brothers.
 Vela, his case manager, said Jacoryan is a pleasure to be around.
 “Jacoryan is a very intelligent, funny, kind-hearted individual 
who makes everyone around him be a better person,” she said. 
“Jacoryan is excelling in our program and I am very proud of him.”
 Realizing that life won’t always go smoothly, Jacoryan draws 
inspiration from his gardening and music hobbies.
 “Things get hard sometimes, and sometimes you feel like it’s 
not gonna get better, but God has a plan for you and you’ll make 
it to the top,” he said. “Just keep growing. Keep rocking. Blossom. 
Play your melody.”

 Jacoryan’s joys include composing music and growing plants. 
He’s on track to earn an associate’s degree in that first passion 
thanks to the support he’s received through the Transition 
Services program at Methodist Children’s Home (MCH).
 Although Transition Services is often utilized by MCH 
University of Texas-University Charter School graduates as they 
prepare to navigate adulthood, Jacoryan, or Jaco, as he’s known 
to friends, was already in college when the connection was made 
with MCH.
 A 2022 graduate of Midway High School, Jacoryan said there 
was tension in his home in Hewitt, Texas, that resulted in him 
getting kicked out while taking classes at Waco-based McLennan 
Community College (MCC).
 “When I got kicked out, I started with just a crate of clothes,” 
he said. “They weren’t really good clothes either. I didn’t have a 
home for a bit, but people I knew from church came and took 
me in for a year. But I couldn’t stay there forever, right?”
 Feeling overwhelmed with stress, Jacoryan went to MCC’s 
Resources Department, which put him in touch with MCH.
 Jacoryan became part of the MCH Independent Living 
Program (ILP) in December 2023. While in the program, Jacoryan 
has obtained full-time employment and learned new skills by 
attending Goodwill/ILP workshops, case manager Crystal Vela said.
 “With the support of MCH, Jacoryan has been empowered to 
advocate for himself, learn new transferable skills, and, most of 
all, he was provided with a place to call home,” she said. 
 He lived more than a year at the Harry Meredith Home, one 
of two independent living homes on the Waco campus, and 
in August moved into an apartment at the MCH-owned Clay 
Commons, which he greatly enjoys and is proud to call his own, 
Vela added.
 Jacoryan said the support provided by staff has been phenomenal.

15SUNSHINE MAGAZINE  ||    FALL 20 25FALL 2025



NEWS & NOTES

SCHOOL WELCOMES STUDENTS, VISITORS TO OPEN HOUSE

TAILGATE OFFERS FUN BEFORE HOME GAME

 The University of Texas-University 
Charter School’s open house on the 
MCH campus September 5 was an 
opportunity for parents and caregivers to 
tour the students’ classrooms and meet 
their teachers. Students earned stickers 
for visiting the various rooms and took 
part in a variety of fun activities.  

“We had an awesome turnout at 
the open house, and it was a great 
opportunity for all to connect,” said 
Dorothy Phillips, senior director for 
programs (Waco campus). “The event 
was welcoming and interactive, giving 
families a clear picture of the school’s 
value, expectations and resources.” • 

Relational Intervention (TBRI) exercises: 
trust falls and racing blindfolded with a 
partner alongside. 
 “It’s always wonderful to see families 
come together to celebrate student 
success and build community through 
engaging events and activities,” said Amy 
Grisham, director of school support. “My 
favorite activity this year was the rock 
painting. There were so many creative 
designs! I especially enjoyed connecting 
with families I don’t work directly with. 
Family, fun and student success is the 
perfect combo!” •

 The Admissions department and 
the Day Student program co-hosted 
a tailgate prior to the September 26 
football game with Avalon. Everyone had 
their fill of hot dogs and cupcakes as well 
as soda and water to drink. Students and 
their families participated in games or 
just relaxed before kickoff. Children were 
able to paint rocks as an activity, while 
others kicked around soccer balls, tossed 
footballs, or simply relaxed.
 Tim Price, MCH director of outdoor 
education and recreation, directed 
participants in a couple of Trust-Based 

Right: Colin and his friend Deja enjoy showing his family around the school during the open house event.

Above: Day student Christopher (far left) attended the 
football tailgate event with his family.

STUDENT COUNCIL SPONSORS SUICIDE PREVENTION AWARENESS WEEK

 Students and staff at the University of 
Texas-University Charter School on the 
Waco campus participated in a weeklong 
initiative in September to promote 
suicide prevention and awareness. 
 Student council members planned 
designated days and activities designed 
to foster connection and support. 
Awareness bracelets were distributed 
throughout the school, and students 

were invited to write peer affirmations 
during lunch periods. The encouraging 
messages were attached to lollipops and 
later shared with students. 
 “We are proud of our student council 
for leading this meaningful effort with 
kindness and care,” said Principal Raul 
Kastner. “Together, we can continue 
building a culture of compassion and 
support at MCH.” •

Above: Trinity and Liberty wear teal and purple, colors that represent awareness and hope, during the campus-wide suicide prevention awareness initiative.
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 MCH staff members Dwan Childers, 
Whitney Trevino, Jean Wright, Kevin 
Brown and Meghan Holder attended the 
HR Southwest Conference October 12-
14 at the Fort Worth Convention Center.
 The event is one of the largest 
regional gatherings for human resources 
professionals and industry partners, 
offering top-tier speakers, the chance 
to network with peers across the HR 
landscape, and an exploration of 
innovations in HR products and services.
 Holder, director of human resources, 
presented a session titled “HR for 
Nonprofits: Balancing Mission, 
Compliance and Culture.” The session 
highlighted how nonprofit HR teams can 
align policies with organizational values, 
strengthen retention through mission-
driven engagement, and build resilience 
with purposed-based workforces.
 “It was such an energizing experience 
to share the MCH story and the heart 
behind nonprofit HR,” Holder said. “I 
left inspired by how many people are 

NEWS & NOTES

MCH STAFFERS ATTEND REGIONAL CONFERENCES

committed to doing this work with 
both excellence and compassion.”
 MCH Family Outreach staff members 
took part in the 37th annual East 
Texas Network for Children (ETNC) 
Training Conference in Tyler, Texas. 
The conference brings together 
child welfare and juvenile services 
professionals from across the region.
 This year’s theme, “The Power of 
YOU,” focused on the crucial role each 
person has in creating safer, healthier 
and happier childhoods.
 Staff hosted an information table to 
share program offerings. Traci Wagner, 
vice president of programs, serves on 
the ETNC Board of Directors. BrieAnna 
Vine, director of Family Outreach in 
Tyler, and Kristy George, foster care 
specialist, led a breakout session titled 
“Incorporating TBRI Principles for All 
Ages.” The session shared practical 
ways to apply Trust-Based Relational 
Intervention (TBRI) strategies when 
working with children and youth. •

MCH PRESIDENT AND CEO HONORED WITH DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARD

 Trey Oakley, president and CEO 
of Methodist Children’s Home, was 
honored with this year’s Howard Payne 
University (HPU) Distinguished Alumnus 
Award. Oakley graduated from HPU 
in 1999 with a bachelor’s degree in 
philosophy, and is a past president of 
the HPU Alumni Association.
 The MCH president and CEO 
also earned a master’s degree in 
philanthropy and development from 
Saint Mary’s University and a master’s in 
Christian ministry from Baylor University.

 Oakley and other honorees 
were recognized at the university’s 
homecoming alumni banquet, parade 
and football game halftime show in 

October. “HPU encouraged me to do 
my best in the classroom and to make 
sure what I learned was shared with the 
community,” Oakley said. •

Top: Members of the MCH Family Outreach Tyler team and 
programs at the East Texas Network Conference. Bottom: 
Members of the MCH human resources and training 
departments at the HR Southwest Conference.

Right: Trey Oakley and his family at the HPU awards 
banquet. L to R, Brady, Karen, Abby and future  
son-in-law Ryan.
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NEWS & NOTES

FAMILY OUTREACH DELIVERS HALLOWEEN FUN

 MCH Family Outreach offices 
celebrated Halloween in fun ways 
during October. 
 The Family Outreach New Mexico 
Family Resource Center in Las Cruces 
hosted its third annual Caregiver 
Empowerment Group event, where 
families learned how to trick-or-treat 
safely, played games, and enjoyed 
spending time together.
 In Odessa, the Permian Basin office 
held its first-ever Trunk or Treat event 
open to the entire community and the 
families it serves. 
 In addition to getting candy at the 
Trunk or Treat cars, kids enjoyed tossing 
plastic hatchets at an axe-throwing 
setup in the parking lot. Indoors, Family 

Outreach Corpus Christi staff members 
got into the Halloween spirit as they 
dressed as characters from the Disney 
Pixar movie “Inside Out 2” complete 
with a colorful photo backdrop.
 The Permian Basin branch of 
Communities in School rocked a Winnie 
the Pooh theme with colored shirts and 
ears for staffers dressed as Pooh, Eeyore, 
Piglet and Tigger.
 Some local businesses brought their 
mascots to interact with the children at 
the well-attended event.
 The Corpus Christi Family Outreach 
staff continued its annual Trunk or Treat 
event, which it began in 2020. It had 
a strong attendance from community 
partners and local families. •

Above, top: Communities in Schools o�ers pumpkin tic-tac-toe at the MCH Family Outreach Permian Basin trunk-or-treat event. Above, bottom: The MCH Family Outreach Corpus Christi team 
dressed up as the characters from the movies “Inside Out 2” during their Trunk or Treat event.

MCH BULLDOGS FINISH AS STATE RUNNER�UP

 Facing a talented and undefeated 
Faustina Academy team, the Bulldogs 
played with determination from start to 
finish, backed by an enthusiastic crowd 
of MCH supporters.
 Congratulations to Aid’Ron and Colin 
for earning MVP honors for the game.

 A special thank you to head coach 
Darell Williams, assistant coaches 
Marquis Harrison, Adam Mahar and 
David Perez, and to Athletic Director 
Sarah Arocha for leading the Bulldogs 
to a well-earned appearance in the 
state championship.  

 The MCH Bulldogs fell short in the 
Texas Christian Athletic Fellowship 
six-man state championship game 
November 15 at Lake Country Christian 
School in Fort Worth, but showed 
tremendous heart, resilience and 
sportsmanship throughout the night.

Below: The MCH Bulldogs six-man football team and sta� with 
their runner-up award following the state championship game.
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GIFTS OF HONOR AND MEMORIAL GIFTS 
GIFTS MADE FROM JUL Y THROUGH SEPTEMBER 20 25GIFTS MADE FROM JULY THROUGH SEPTEMBER 2025

HONORARIUMS

Amy Barley
Steven and Terelyn Garlington
Phyllis Beckham
Linda Beckham
David Bleakley
Dean and Jeannie Hanssen
James and Jane Booher
Les and Karen Leskoven
Joe Brooks
Les and Karen Leskoven
Susan and Gary Campbell
Les and Karen Leskoven
Mary Jane Caudill
Craig and Lisa Schumacher
Christian Adults Class, FMC,  
 Corsicana, TX
Les and Karen Leskoven
Dawn Clay
Les and Karen Leskoven
Kay and Byron Cook
Les and Karen Leskoven
Kallie, Colton and Cash Covington
Amy and Shelby Barley
John and Ann Curtis
Les and Karen Leskoven
Dr. Jack Kyle Daniels
Paul and Gayle Calmes
Ginne Cook Davis
Les and Karen Leskoven
Cindy Day
Sandra Day-Morgan
Millie Jan Eads
Anonymous
NaDale Edds
Greg and Elizabeth Edds
Elaine Eiland
Amy and Shelby Barley
Joe and Cindy Erwin
Les and Karen Leskoven
Fathers of San Augustine  
 Methodist Church,  
  San Augustine, TX
San Augustine Methodist Church, 
 San Augustine, TX
Grace Fitzgerald
Mark and Carolyn Stubbs
Methodist Men, FMC Center, TX
Malcolm Monroe
Reverend Dr. Jay and Renee Fraze
Les and Karen Leskoven
Tere and Steve Garlington
Amy and Shelby Barley
Steve Garlington
Terelyn Garlington
Will Garlington
Steven and Terelyn Garlington
Shirley Gosdin
Rodney and Patti Wagner
Ricky and Missy Grantham
Les and Karen Leskoven

Tommye Hall
Methodist Men, FMC Center, TX
Russell Hays
Deanna Hays
Jerry and Donna Head
Les and Karen Leskoven
Sallie Fortner Helm
Carolyn Milby
Peggy Herod
Les and Karen Leskoven
Cathy Herzog
Amy and Shelby Barley
Steven and Terelyn Garlington
Bob Hoffmann
Brenda Rudd Hoffmann
Bill Holt
Nolan and Miles Summers
Howard Family Legacy
Charles and Ann Cantrell
Jack Faubion
Betty Ann Huddleston
James Huddleston
Reverend Tom and 
 Mrs. Janet Kennedy
Nolan and Miles Summers
Reverend Mike Kerzee
Mary Lois Irvin
Brian Kight
Learning Tree, FMC, Breckenridge, TX
Chloe Knust
Robert H. Collins
Sue Lagomarsino
Les and Karen Leskoven
Kelly E. Lawson
Gretchen and Aaron Braunstein
Ryan and Amberly Strebeck
Elizabeth Lee
Les and Karen Leskoven
Les Leskoven
Theo Ackerman
Lallah Howard
Jim Noble
Les and Karen Leskoven
Sarah Bey
Jack and Becky Lester
Les and Karen Leskoven
Taylor Lewis
Les and Karen Leskoven
Debbie Louder
Amy and Shelby Barley
Steven and Terelyn Garlington
The Madden Family
Zane and Charidy McDonald
James and Glen Ann McBride
Amy and Shelby Barley
Dennis and Pam McCampbell
Amy and Shelby Barley
Doreen McCormack
Greg McCormack

Shannon McCuaig
Ryan and Amberly Strebeck
Marian McDonald
Rebecca Kemble
Jon McGraw
Kenneth and Evelyn Caldwell
Katie Cook Melton
Les and Karen Leskoven
Methodist Children’s Home  
 Advancement Team
Patricia Franklin
Les and Karen Leskoven
Methodist Children’s Home  
 Executive Leadership Team
Trey and Karen Oakley
Rosalyn Mitchell
Les and Karen Leskoven
Malcolm and Teresa Monroe
James and Meg Camp
Reverend Matt Mullis
Cheryl Oliver
Anita and Kenneth Murray
Les and Karen Leskoven
David Nance
Paul and Betty Cox
Connie Neelley
Leigh Boatman
Stan and Peggy Nirider
Les and Karen Leskoven
Trey Oakley
Amy Oakley
Ralph O’Dell’s Birthday
Amy and Shelby Barley
Hanna, Aaron Odom, Lane 
 and Tripp Odom
Amy and Shelby Barley
Maggie’s Bake Sale
Robin and Frank Breazeale
Will and Lisa Cunningham
Kelli Elkins
Lynda Presson
Judy Phillips
Les and Karen Leskoven
Don and Joyce Pike
John and Brenda Stephens
Bruce Price
Les and Karen Leskoven
Margie and Tom Purifoy
Les and Karen Leskoven
Sue Reed
Les and Karen Leskoven
Kenneth and Velva Riddle
Anne Ramminger
Reverend Alexandra Robinson
Bill Lewis
My Children
Kevin Rodriguez
Lyle and Joyce Scholten
Les and Karen Leskoven

Harper and Griffin Sedberry
Bryan and Carol Sedberry
Seekers SS Class, FMC, 
 Corsicana, TX
Les and Karen Leskoven
Meredith Settle
Amy and Shelby Barley
Debbie Smith
Les and Karen Leskoven
Kelli Snider
Steve and Mary Lynn Tinkle
Joe Ann Standlee
Deon T. Standlee
Lana Stites
Les and Karen Leskoven
Tim and Ann Stites
Les and Karen Leskoven
John and Belinda Taylor
Les and Karen Leskoven
Robert Thompson
Susan and Bill Birdwell
Vera Methodist Church, 
 Seymour, TX
Marilyn Coffman
Sandra Wallace’s Birthday
Nancy Salmon
Ena Stoesser
Sandra (Stoesser) Wallace
Roy and Ruth Seaberg
Shirley Bland Wells
Barbara Galbraith
Kristen and Stephen Wheeler
Les and Karen Leskoven
Lori and Robert Wilhite
Les and Karen Leskoven
Pastor Wayne Williams
John Riley Haldeman Family
Don Wilson
Robert Wilson

Making a gift in 
honor or memory 
of a loved one is a 
meaningful way 
to celebrate their 
life and legacy 

while empowering 
children, youth and 
families to flourish!
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Mrs. Annora Ables
Ms. Jami Lovelady
Arnold and Wanda Alberts
Gary and Mary Alberts
Lola P. Amy
Charles E. Amy
Russell L. Amy
Thomas G. Amy
Barbara (Amy) Dinsmore
Sherry (Amy) Singleton
Virginia Pauline (McKinney) Ashton
Timothy and Joyce I. Woodlock
Stephen Kent Austin
Les and Karen Leskoven
Nile Lovelace and Lena 
 (Hamby) Bailey
Nila Bailey Allen
Tom Bain
Carolyn J. Keating
Faith Barcroft
Frances Henshoher
Mary Charlene (Copeland) Barnhart
Melinda Brothers
Richard W. Bateman
Linda Bateman
Karen Jan Beer
Lee Beer
Dr. Kylene Beers
Lyle and Denise Mason
Julie and Doug Mitchell
Sammy and Traci Wagner
Patricia Louise Berry
Colyn Berry
Allison Marie Bey
Michael and Annette Bey
Jim and Miriam Billings
Karen Billings
Corey D. Blubaugh
Robert and Lynda Blubaugh
Linda Ruth Borgstedte
James and Jeanne Blackwell
William Peter Branch
Candy Brockett-Branch
Rebecca Brockett
Candy Brockett-Branch
Tim Brown
Anonymous
Amy and Shelby Barley
Reverend Paul and Barbara  
 Bauernfeind
Kevin and Cheryl Larson
Jane and Charles Szalkowski
Timothy and Joyce I. Woodlock
Carolyn Bruns
Anonymous
Jimmy (Boo) Brunson
Craig and Ann Palu
Kenneth Brunson
Craig and Ann Palu
Cheryl Burgess
Curtis and Charlsie Whitney
Roberta (Murphy) Bush
Timothy and Joyce I. Woodlock
Reverend Kenneth R. Byrd
Mrs. Janna Byrd
Jack “Jackie” D. Caffey
Barbara A. Caffey
Mr. Jaime Calle
Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Klahn

Jerry Tom Cannon
Amy and Shelby Barley
Arthur W. Capps
Elizabeth Bullock
Mary Jo (Andrews) Carson
Andy Carson
Dorthy Carter
Matt and Belinda Loftice
Sonja Lee Cass
David Calliham
Margaret Barker Caylor
Kimberly Bobbitt
Carroll and Joyce Choate
Julie and Maro Johnson
The Porters
Robert Gregory Clark
Elzy and Cynthia Prater
Raymond E. Couch
Kevin Rodriguez
Gene A. Cox
Bobbie G. Cox
Navarro B. Cox
Navarro Cox
Mary Craig
Sharon M. Donley
Carol Lyn Crary
Mary B. Mitchell-Ellis
Red and Pauline Crawley
John and Paulette Dodgen
Curtis Dale Creach, Sr.
J.P. and Britney Aaron
Wilburn Curnutt
Nancy and Travis Stone
Shirley Daniell
Jack D. Daniell
Edwina Davenport
The Bagnall Family
Charles and Cindy Huffman
Bryan and Allison Johnston
Kelly and Billy Lawson
Lyle and Denise Mason
Shannon and Kelly McCuaig
Trey and Karen Oakley
Stratton Kade Davis
Robert and Lori Wilhite
Noe, Aurora, and Suzana Diaz
Julie Cowley
Jimmy Dibello
Joy Dibello
Donald Carter Dodge
Kim Johnston
Jean Swofford Dodge
Kim Johnston
Corine Dowdle
Lynne D. Satterwhite
Chase Wesley DuBose
Ray DuBose
Elizabeth Mary Dutton
Joe George
Katherine and Boyd Eaker
Linda Eaker
Linda H. Edwards
J.E. Wilson SS Class, FUMC, 
 Rockwall, TX
Diane Epperson
James L. Epperson
James “Jimmy” Epperson
Allen and Cindy Vecera
Jeffery Neal Eubanks
Steven and Terelyn Garlington

Howard Farriell
Arledge Brashers
CBS SS Class, FBC Garland, TX
Shiren Noorani
RLG Dignified Living of Plano
Timothy and Joyce I. Woodlock
Howard Farriell, Jr.
Timothy and Joyce I. Woodlock
Karen Marie Faubion
Jack Faubion
Donald “Don” Franklin Fitzner
April Fitzner
Reverend James W. Foster
Rosemarie Williams Foster
Harry L. Frankson
Carol Frankson
Gaye H. Fuller
Ms. Mary A. Fuller
J.W. and Virginia Garlington
Steven and Terelyn Garlington
Linda Garrison
FUMC, Waskom, TX
Ms. Marty Vaughan
Gaston-Allen Family Members
Gaston-Allen Family Reunion
Pamela Stanberry Geddie
Glenn Geddie
Corliss Jean (Hill) George
Joe George
Michele Gibbs
Stephen Gibbs
James Powell Gibson and Siblings
Susan Stinnett
Michael L. Giesler
Jack D. Daniell
Bobby Gilliam
Jennifer and Luke Gilliam
Linda Gilliam
Steven Heyduck
Eleanor Ginn
Leroy and Carol Newman
Stephen Cooke Glaze
Mrs. Elizabeth Rudolph
James Glenn
Stephen W. and Mariglyn Glenn
Mr. and Mrs. M.I. Godwin
Sandra Godwin
Finley and Elinor Clair Goodwyn
David Calliham
Ryan Eugene Grace
Beverley and Craig Grace
Noble Gulledge, Jr.
Linda Gulledge
Mr. and Mrs. Harry A. Gump
Robert M. Gump
John Riley Haldeman
Your Friends at Central National Bank,  
 Waco, TX
Cara and George Chase
Kathy Eddings
Mosie and Jim Holley and Family
Insurors of Texas, Waco, TX
Don and Dottie Mitchell
Smith Salley Wealth Management,  
 Greensboro, NC
Nicole Towsley
Dave and Mardie Wright
Dan and Bronwen Zilmer

Royce and Margaret Harber
Greg and Cindy Wright
Herb Harding
Beth Harding
New Horizons SS Class, FMC, Waco, TX
Cliff and Nelda Hazlewood
Kallie and Colton Covington
Steven and Terelyn Garlington
Nelda Latty Hazlewood
Darci Glaspie
Christopher “Chris” Hejtmanek
Ron and Doris Hejtmanek
Ken Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Barnes
Francis Henson
Virginia Henson
Frances Carroll Holdeman
Ann Holdeman
George Holder
Daniel and Shirley Platt
Francis Taylor “Frank” Hurt
Dolores Flynn Lawhorn
H. Kelly Ireland
Nancy Ireland-Thomas
Connie Jensen
Judy Rheder
Jan Johnson
Carol J. Smith
Boyce Loyd Jones
Forum Discussion Class, Clear Lake 
 UMC, Houston, TX
Norma Jones
Doug and Carol Golding
Welima Jones
Jack D. Daniell
Daniel W. Jordan
Jane Jordan
Connie Judd
Amy and Shelby Barley
Keith Kawamoto
Patty and Blake Moore
Richard P. “Dick” Kenyon
Suzi Baumgardner
Kerrville Flood Victims
Gerald and Betty Bunger
Mary Beth Dawes
Carolyn and Ken Hillsten
Nelson Hoffman
William Charles “Bill” Kettenacker
Carolyn Kettenacker
Jim and Joy Kirby
Remona Wing
Bob and Willa Kral
Ann Cornelius
Mr. and Mrs. O.R. Lade
The Estate of John “Don” Lade
Mary Ellen Stevick Lathan
Dr. William Lathan
Bill Lawson, Jr., DDS
Diana Lawson
Nancy Tompros
Mrs. Richard Tullos
William Lawson, Sr.
Nancy Tompros
Doris JoAnn Leifeste
Betty Fink
Mrs. Sandy Lewis
Ms. Jami Lovelady
Emory and Nora Locklear
Kevin Rodriguez

MEMORIALS

20 SUNSHINE MAGAZINE  ||    FALL 20 25FALL 2025



Aron Thomas Low
Betty H. Martin
David Trent Lowrance
Lynn and Patrick Murtha
Julia Mae
Kevin Rodriguez
Marie and C.A. Manning
Renee and Steve Johnson
Joyce Laverne (Balzen) Marsh
Totsy Cunningham
Kimberly Duderstadt Martens
Kenneth and Carolyn Duderstadt
Bud Martin
Jennifer Martin
William S. “Bill” Martin
Carroll Martin
Leandro Martinez
Will and Monica Blackwell
Patricia “Pat” Matthews
Gary Matthews
Andle Eithia McCollough
Glenda Griffin
Clarence Martin
Don, Connie, Maggie, and Allie Martin
Harry, Jodi, and Logan Ng
Huey Griffin McCoulskey, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Marcus E. Young
Reverend Dr. Stephen McElroy
Reverend and Mrs. Thomas Nagle
Reverend Dr. Carl M. “Corky” McGee
David and Lisa Loftis
Reverend Joseph Barnett  
 McReynolds, Sr.
Sherry Brown
Dr. Jarvis Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Neeley Lewis
Marilyn and H.W. Miller, Jr.
Phyllis M. Miller
Lit, Lee and Kenzel Moore
Debe’ Moore Piatak
James Wilson Morelock
Steve and Norma Runyon
Kate H. Morris
Richard and Lucille Morris
Lois Carol Morris
Sharon and Al Wertz
Marjorie Nease
Les and Karen Leskoven
Lillian Fisher Neece
Richard Neece

Reverend B.J. Osborn
Lionel King
Linda Kay Hughes Pankewicz
Virginia P. Lea and Family
Yvonne and Elvin Permenter
Belinda and Matt Loftice
John Hampton Persefield
Barbara Persefield
John and Bev Porter
Sandy Robinson
Jan Watkins Puckett
Tommy Puckett
Milton H. Ramsey
Jordan Stokes
Leslie Redden
Ethan and Mary Elizabeth Calk
Donald Texas Reed
Kimberly Heckard
Mellie Vern (Green) Reed
Mickey and Linda Bailey
Emil Jacob Rinn
Herbert Knott
Dr. Lester Eugene Robertson
Charlie and Kerry Kasparian
Summit Cancer Care, Savannah, GA
Jonathan Roquemore
Martin Schwartz
Barbara Craig Ross
Anonymous
Alma Olga Ruiz
James and Lisa French
Bishop and Mrs. John W. Russell
Mary Layton
Rosemary (Cowser) Sancton
Ray Sancton
Mrs. Carol Santry
Dr. and Mrs. Marcus E. Young
Gayle Schacht
Paul Schacht
Karen Seuser
Stephanie Seuser
Frank Shaffer
Susan Walsh
Geneva Shamrock
Lori Darst
Gertrude “Mac” Inez (McDonald) 
Waskom Shaver
Michael Waugh
Herbert and Eris Shelton
Jim and Lynn Stuckey

Carleton Knight Sherman
David Martin 
Republic Title of Texas, Inc., Dallas, TX
Ward and Roberta Williford
Fran Witte
Pamela Witte
J.D. Smith
Rosemary Mathews
Bill P. Smith
Reesa Roberts-Smith
Eugene Speer
Patricia Speer
Emma Lillian (Mitchell) Staggs
Dolores Staggs
William J. Standlee
Deon T. Standlee
Harold “Ed” Stanford
Barbara Cole
Emma Dee (Barker) Stevens
Dr. Genevieve Stevens
Ava Nell Stewart
Jimmy Cole Stewart
Jo and Don Strickland
Thomas Wilkinson
Edith (Fatheree) Sutherland
John Fatheree
Karen Tatum
John Tatum
Kay Hills Terrill
Chris Terrill
Anthony Ray Thedford
Ruth L. Wilkins
Christopher Wayne Thomason
Daniel and Kristine Thomason
Betty Thompson
Robert Thompson
Bruce Brown Thompson
Tim and Janice Kirkscey
Dolores Thompson
Bob Thompson
Elaine Thurman
David Calliham
Don Lane Tindall
Jack D. Daniell
Plez and Adele Todd
Jerry and Lou Todd
Reverend Carl and Mrs. Helen Treat
Jeff and Laurie Treat
Dixie Lynette Tucker
United Women of Faith, FUMC 
 Shiner, TX

Reverend Luther W. Tucker  
 and Inez Tucker
Wendell Tucker
Sherry Vaughan
Virgil Vaughan
Ruth Ebert Wade
James Franco
Catherine Elizabeth Wallis
Robert Wallis
Thurman Lee Ward
Elizabeth Branaum
Martha Ann (Scott) Warner
Scott Warner
Shirley B. Wells
Elaine J. Healy
Carole Wenderoth
Barbara Cole
Betty Ann White
Anonymous
Keith Coleman White
Connie Smith
Bill F. Wiese
Reverend Sharon Wiese
Lance Wiley
Julie and Doug Mitchell
Tabatha Riley
James S. Wilkins
Ruth L. Wilkins
Carla William
William and Ann DeForest
Evelyn Buck Williams
Totsy Cunningham
Dean Allen Willis
Barry and Suzanne Willis
Elizabeth Wolfe
Paul and Marie Wolfe
Rick and Kaye Wolfe
Wendy Green
Jean Whitney Wortham
Stewart Wortham
Levi Leib Wuenschel
Papa and Minnie Leib
Ryan J. Zeeck
Charles and Vi Zeeck

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let 
us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, 
the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the 

cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

HEBREWS 12:1-2

“

“
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Methodist Children’s Home is 
grateful for our faithful friends who 

contribute to a season of joy for 
our children and families. We are 

honored to have your support as we 
create special memories for those in 
our care. Your gifts bless those we 
serve during the Christmas season 

and throughout the year.

Merry  
Christmas

From Methodist Children’s Home


