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Thank you for the faithful support you give Methodist Children’s Home (MCH).
Throughout the history of MCH, Sunshine magazine has contained stories,
photographs and information that celebrate the amazing work God does through
this ministry. In doing so, it inspires and encourages others to join with our
mission to offer hope to children, youth and families through a nurturing, Christian
community. It is an honor to write this message to you in Sunshine magazine, my
first as president.
I have enjoyed visiting with MCH staff, foster parents, leadership, supporters and
those we serve during my first several weeks in this new role. Their stories, words of
affirmation and insights help me better understand the MCH story and are sources
of encouragement and motivation. Although I have spent 20 years connected to MCH, I am still amazed by the
things I witness happening every day through this ministry.
In this issue of Sunshine, you will read more about the journey God has orchestrated to bring me to this
place of serving as president. You will also learn about my family and the wonderful support they are for me and
to others. As a friend of MCH, I hope you will be encouraged to know that through whatever ups and downs may
come with this position, I am blessed by a family and a core group of mentors who will stand with me as I seek
to fulfill this high calling. Most importantly, in this issue you will be reminded of the life-changing work you help
make possible for children, youth and families.
I have been given a great opportunity to build on the strong foundation of ministry already present at MCH.
The work done by Tim Brown, and those who have served MCH faithfully through the years, enables me to
spend my energies creating a new vision. We can dream big at MCH. Thanks to the resources entrusted to us by
benefactors like you, our talented staff, innovative programs and God’s faithful hand on this ministry, we can do
more than just dream big at MCH, we can make those dreams a reality for those we serve.
I do not know every detail of every place where we will go as a ministry in the coming days and years.
However, I know God will be with us every step of the way, and when we achieve our goals, He will give us the
courage and strength to continue moving forward to find more ways to help the children, youth and families of
Texas and New Mexico.
I have already presented to our Board of Directors and staff a decision to begin the process of creating a new
strategic plan. This plan will involve input from staff across our entire ministry, volunteer leadership, community
partners and supporters like you. Our current strategic plan will conclude in December 2019. The target start date
for the new plan is early 2020, and it will chart our course for the next five years. I am confident this new plan will
identify key opportunities to strengthen and challenge MCH to further expand and improve our mission to the
hurting, broken world we live in.
In the meantime, MCH will continue to provide our innovative and effective services based on Christian
principles, trauma-informed care, evidence-based practices, and 129 years of experience. We will also keep
strengthening relationships with like-minded groups that share our core values and always be mindful of ways to
rally others to join with our mission.
I ask for your prayers and continued faithful giving as we move forward to write the next chapter in this
ministry’s legacy of hope to children, youth and families.
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Trey Oakley Takes the Helm as the 11 MCH President

During a worship service in July,
youth and staff gather around
Oakley for a prayer of blessing.

T

Trey Oakley often tells people that love is what
brought him to Methodist Children’s Home.
“At that time, the love was not yet for the rich history
of MCH, the amazing people connected to this ministry
or the appreciation for the generous friends who make
it all possible,” Oakley said. “I have developed those over
the years. No, what originally brought me to MCH was
the fact that I needed a job so I could get married.”
In July 1999, Oakley was attending George W. Truett
Theological Seminary at Baylor University when he
came across an ad in the local newspaper for a parttime librarian at MCH. Oakley needed a stable job before
proposing to his then-girlfriend, Karen. He submitted
an application and received a call from the Rev. Travis
Franklin, former MCH chaplain, offering him a position
as the assistant director of religious education. Oakley
accepted the offer and proposed to Karen shortly
thereafter, and the couple was married later that year.

EDUCATION:
B.A. in Christian Studies – Howard Payne University, 1999
M.A. in Philanthropy and Development – Saint Mary’s University
- Minnesota, 2006
M.A. in Christian Ministry – Baylor University’s George W. Truett
Theological Seminary, 2013

That phone call opened the door to the next
chapter of Oakley’s personal and professional life.
Oakley worked in religious education, as assistant
director then director, before transitioning to
the Development department as a fundraiser in
2002. Oakley was promoted to vice president for
development in 2006 where he led his team in
fundraising, public relations, spiritual development,
donor information management, and alumni relations.
Oakley became the 11th president and CEO of MCH on
July 1, 2019.
“Little did I know the decision to reply to that
newspaper ad would change my life and the way I saw
ministry,” Oakley said. “Twenty years later, I now have
this honor of serving as president, which gives me the
opportunity to witness and share story after story of
God’s amazing grace through this ministry.”

A Search For A Successor

A

After Tim Brown announced his retirement as MCH
president and CEO in early 2019, the Board of Directors
launched a national search for his successor. Candy
Mallonee, Board chairperson, said the search committee
looked at many applicants with a variety of backgrounds
and experiences.
“We were seeking someone with vision and
excitement for the mission of MCH,” Mallonee said. “We
believe we found that in Mr. Oakley. He articulates a
respect and understanding of our past and a desire to
be open to a vision for our future. He brings great energy
and enthusiasm. Having known him for several years, I am
confident in his commitment to MCH and to the children
and families it serves.”
Dr. Clifton Howard, Board member and part of the
search committee, said they have faith in Oakley’s capacity
for leadership of MCH.
“I see more good things in MCH’s future,” Howard
said. “I think we can expect that while Trey will continue
what has worked well at MCH, he will also challenge us to
consider new and different approaches and efforts for the
sake of our mission.”
During his time at MCH, Oakley has been instrumental
in building strong relationships with MCH alumni,
churches, United Methodist leadership, and supporters.
He collaborated with Board leadership, the Executive Team
and campaign consultants to create and manage the
Building Hope capital campaign, the first comprehensive
capital campaign for MCH in more than 50 years with a
total fundraising goal of $23 million. As vice president for
development, Oakley and his team continually exceeded
fundraising goals while also reducing
fundraising costs.
Oakley coordinated and wrote an
internal study on the effectiveness
and structure of faith-based,
social service boards.

Oakley visits with longtime MCH Commissioner Robert Thompson.
Commissioners are representatives from United Methodist churches
who lead efforts to support MCH in their communities.

Oakley tells Commissioners about the benefits
of the new homes on the Waco campus.

MCH alumna Heather Reed and first-time visitor Linh toured the Waco
campus with Oakley during their visit from Vietnam.

Oakley speaks at the
North Texas Conference
in June 2019.

CHURCH: China Spring United Methodist Church
COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP: China Spring ISD School Board
and youth athletics
LICENSES: Licensed Childcare Administrator (LCCA), Texas DFPS
Certified Fund Raising Executive (CFRE)

Oakley greets former staff member
Betty Black during a recent event.

Oakley with MCH staff members
LaSonia King (left) and Dorothy
Phillips during a pep rally.

MCH
Presidents
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Trey Oakley
(2019–Present)

Tim Brown
(2010–2019)

Bobby Gilliam
(2003–2010)

Jack K. Daniels
(1978–2003)

Kennard Copeland
(1966–1978)

Hubert Johnson
(1933–1966)

W.F. Barnett
(1919–1933)

John McCain
(1918–1919)

Robert Burroughs
(1912–1918)

John McLean
(1908–1912)

W.H. Vaughan
(1891–1908)
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Oakley is appreciative of mentors who have supported him throughout his
career. Pictured (from left) are Oakley, former MCH president/CEO Bobby
Gilliam, and former Board member and commissioner Dick Kenyon.

Oakley learned from the example of three former presidents whom he worked
alongside during his career at MCH. He is pictured with former president/CEO
Dr. Jack Kyle Daniels, and Bryan Mize, current vice president for quality
improvement.

Following the MCH Board of Directors meeting in June, Board members and
the Executive Team share a special prayer of blessing for MCH during the
leadership transition. The group is gathered around Tim Brown, who retired
in June, and Oakley.

Oakley is pictured with Jimmy Ray
Hammond, MCH Alumni Association
past-president.

Oakley visits with current MCH
Board member Mario Olivarez (left)
and former Board vice chair Judge
Henry Santana.

Oakley and Dr. Le’Ann Solmonson, MCH Board member,
visit youth during their U.M. ARMY mission trip.
Former president Tim Brown is shown
with Oakley at the 125th Anniversary
Celebration of MCH in Oct. 2015.

His work led to a significant restructuring of the MCH
Board of Directors in 2006 and was used as a resource
by other agencies.
Throughout his career at MCH, Oakley has
maintained strong connections to the childcare
program. As religious education director, he developed
and led programming for worship services, discipleship
and mission trips. He also
coordinated a volunteer
program with Baylor University
students that was recognized
as the Volunteer Group of the
Year by the United Methodist
Association in 2000.
Oakley also created
an innovative spiritual
development program that
meets the unique needs and
expectations of a diverse
congregation of children
and youth. He has always
emphasized the importance of providing opportunities
for MCH youth to share their testimonies to churches
and at agency events, and he preaches regularly in
Sunday worship services on the Waco campus and
speaks at summer camps attended by MCH youth.
Brown worked closely with Oakley for the past 20
years, and he is confident in Oakley’s ability to lead
the ministry.
“Trey is rooted and grounded in his faith,” Brown
said. “He firmly believes in our mission. He will challenge
our staff and leadership team to continue to learn, grow
and be innovative as the needs of society change. He is
good at planning and solving problems, and he values
integrity, character and transparency. Trey builds healthy
relationships personally and professionally, and he
maintains a proper balance between
his family time and work.”

Oakley meets families served through
MCH Family Outreach in Killeen during
an event in July 2019.

A Desire To Lead

D

During his tenure at MCH, Oakley has worked with
three presidents: Dr. Jack Kyle Daniels, Bobby Gilliam,
and Tim Brown. He is grateful each president took an
interest in placing him into positions where he was
trusted with making key decisions for MCH.
“I took away things from each president and other
mentors that have shaped my leadership style and how
I will lead as president,” Oakley said. “I want to focus on
relationships. Connecting people to our life-changing
work is what I am most excited about in this new role. I
look forward to connecting more with our supporters,
staff, those we serve, and other like-minded ministries.”
After much discussion, Oakley and his family felt
the time was right for him to pursue the presidency.
“I have a vision to further expand our great work
and build on the strong foundation of ministry we have
at MCH,” he said. “God blessed me with gifts to be able
to match resources and talents with opportunities. The
next several years will present MCH with important
decisions so that we become even more relevant to
communities and churches in Texas and New Mexico. I
felt God was leading me to be that person and give my
best, and God will lead the way to where MCH should
go next to be all we can be for our children, youth and
families of Texas and New Mexico.”

“He’s really nice and cares about the kids. I was
excited because I know he will do great things.
He has great intentions and will be committed.
His encouragement to staff reassures them even
on the bad days. He’s a joy.”

A Strong Beginning

O

Oakley launched his presidency with a “listening
tour.” Before the November Board meeting, he plans
to visit all 13 MCH Family Outreach offices, MCH
departments and many key supporters.
“My plan is to hear what motivates and inspires
staff and benefactors and experience more of the great
work we do for children, youth and families,” he said.
Oakley has announced plans to start the process for
a new five-year strategic
plan that will involve input
from staff throughout the
ministry, those served,
volunteer leadership,
community partners, and
supporters. The target start
date for the new plan will
be early 2020, and Oakley is
confident the process will
identify opportunities to
strengthen the ministry and set the course for the future.
“MCH is serving on the front lines to support
children, youth and families in these difficult times,”
Oakley said. “Our services are relevant to families from
all zip codes and backgrounds. Society’s pressures do
not discriminate and people are trying hard to raise
their children in a difficult world. Thanks to our many
supporters, we are able stand up for and offer lifechanging help to those who need us, regardless of their
ability to pay for services. I love that about MCH. I also
love our rich history. Our story is a shining example of
what God’s people can do. We see a need, and we give
of ourselves to be part of what God wants to do to save
and change lives.”

Christina, 15
4
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The Oakley Family

T

Trey and his wife, Karen, met while attending
Howard Payne University and were married on October
30, 1999. They have two children, Abby (16) and Brady
(12), and call China Spring home.
As a family, they enjoy skiing and hiking together
with favorite destinations including Wolf Creek, Santa
Fe, Carlsbad Caverns, and Guadalupe Peak. Oakley
said most of their family time revolves around their
children’s athletic and academic schedules.
Abby plays tennis for China Spring High School and
also in tournaments sponsored by United States Tennis
Association and Universal Tennis Rating. Earlier this year,
she advanced to regionals in girls’ singles and was part
of the team that made it to regional finals in the state
4A tournament. She was also selected to the first-team
all-district and all-academic teams.
Brady plays baseball for China Spring Little League
and select teams. This year, Brady was chosen for the
all-star team for the third straight year, and he was part
of a team last year that won district and advanced to
sectionals for the first time ever for his age group at
China Spring.
Oakley admits he gets nervous watching his
children compete and does a lot of pacing and
watching from a distance. He is proud of the growth
both have shown and the life skills they are learning
through athletics.
“Both of my kids have experienced success,” Oakley
said. “This is a result of their work ethic. We often talk
how everyone shows up for the game and most
come to all the practices, but what are you doing
when others are resting? Sports also teaches about
adversity. You learn a great deal about someone in
those moments when things are not going their way.

6
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These are great life-lessons for success and apply
to academics and relationships, and they will serve
them well in the future. I am told both of my kids
are coachable. I am most proud of this because their
awareness that there are always things to learn and
people who can teach them will help them in all they
do. I hope they see this in how I approach my work and
aspire to do the same.”
Karen is a talented graphic designer who has
run her own business and assisted others in areas of
public relations and marketing. Oakley is grateful for
her dedication to their family as well as to the ministry
at MCH.
“Karen volunteered as a Sunday school teacher
that first year I started at MCH,” Oakley said. “We knew
then this was special. MCH has been a calling for us. I
look forward to see how God will use her to bless and
encourage when we meet others through this role. This
has been, and remains, a family commitment.”
Oakley has received good advice from previous
presidents on balancing work and family life.
“MCH presidents and other mentors have said
to find what will sustain me when times get difficult
and find ways to take care of myself so I can take care
of the ones we serve at MCH,” Oakley said. “My family
helps me recharge when my professional and personal
energies are low. They are a source of comic relief,
my private consulting group on some new ideas, and
my non-stop encouragers. To say I am blessed is an
understatement.
“I often talk about the strong foundation we are
building on at MCH,” he continued. “My faith and family
are my strong foundation.” ·

Look familiar? Pictured left and
below is the Oakley family on the
steps in front of the Administration
Building in 2009 and 2019!

MCH DAY STUDENT PROGRAM:

MCH DAY STUDENT PROGRAM

TRANSFORMATIVE
EDUCATION

FUN FACTS

MCH Feature Story

Program Launched
In 2012

Dremon and Sam
are two of the many
valued students of the Day
Student program at Methodist
Children’s Home. Though their
journeys have not always been easy, they
have grown and achieved educational success.

D

Dremon, known as “Dre” to friends and family,
found himself struggling in public school as he finished
eighth grade. He and his mother, Outrie, believed he
needed additional support to succeed in school.
“A big public school setting was not for my son,”
Outrie said. “Dre could not focus in that environment,
and we were in a horrible spot.”
Dre, now a senior, enrolled in the Day Student
program at MCH his freshman year and believes he has
grown tremendously since then.
“Ninth grade was a rough year for me going into
this program, but it would have been more rough
somewhere else,” Dre said. “I started in my worst years
and have progressed very
much. I am not the same
person anymore.”
Outrie said that
entering the Day Student
program was a hopeful
move for her family.
“I am so glad I took a
chance on this program for
our family,” Outrie said. “Dre
received the one-on-one
support he needed
Dre will
but never had
graduate in
before. He has
May 2020 and
transformed.”
plans to continue his
education at Texas State
Technical College (TSTC) to
study culinary arts with the dream
of owning his own restaurant.

MCH Day
School students
pictured (from left):
D'Nayjah, Dre, Kelsey,
Syniia, Sam, and Josh.

I

In elementary school, Sam, now a sophomore,
watched his oldest sisters overcome struggles in public
school by attending the Day Student program at MCH.
His mother, Tiffany, also recognized their growth and
decided it would be in Sam’s best interest to enroll in
the program.
“I really didn’t know what to expect coming into
this program, but the staff and students of MCH
have helped me grow,” Sam said. “I cannot see myself
anywhere else and do not want to go anywhere else. I
am proud of who I am, and I am thankful for MCH.”
Tiffany believes the MCH
environment is the best one
for Sam.
“This program has
given Sam the additional
encouragement and support
he needed,” she said. “He
came in reserved and shy.
Now, he is open at school
with his teachers and friends.”

Sam, a
sophomore,
is passionate
about art and
basketball. He hopes to
someday play professional
basketball and have his artwork
featured in a gallery.

Available For
Grades 6-12

Overall
Graduation Rate

Providing opportunities for children to receive a
quality education is an important part of the program
of care at MCH. The education MCH provides students
has evolved during the organization’s 129-year history.
Notably, in 2003 MCH partnered with the University of
Texas-University Charter School system to create an oncampus school for its residents. In 2012, MCH launched
the Day Student program at the school. This program
gives youth in the Waco community, grades 6-12, an
alternative for their education and a way to benefit from
resources provided by the school.
The Day Student program continues to grow
and has served a total of 39 students so far. Fourteen
students are currently enrolled with 20 total spots
available each year. Since its start, the program has had a
100 percent graduation rate.
Students attend prom and homecoming and they
are eligible to participate in extracurricular activities
such as theater, choir, basketball, cheer, volleyball, track,
six-man football, and drumline. Students can earn letter
jackets and receive senior rings.
“The Day Student program is a reflection of this
organization’s overall continuum of care,” said Jeff Creel,
program administrator for school and transition services.
“This is a way for us to meet the needs of children, youth
and families in our communities, helping them stay
together and accommodating their educational and
behavioral needs.”
Creel believes the charter school’s small class size
and intentionality to consistently communicate and
work with families aids in student and family success.
"We are here to walk alongside families,
communicating with them weekly and making progress
reviews every six weeks to help identify and address
additional needs in their child’s life,” Creel said. “This place
can be transformative for youth and families alike.”

Scholarship
Opportunities

Dual Credit
Classes Available

Amy Grisham, director of school support at MCH,
believes the ability to work with students and their
families makes the Day Student program exceptional
and distinctive.
“We want to provide more than just educational
support,” Grisham said. “We teach the importance of
empowerment and connected relationships. MCH offers
an opportunity for growth and success to youth who
have been unsuccessful in the traditional school setting,
along with offering a sense of hope to families by giving
increased support in the school as well as the home.”
Clarence DeGrate, coordinator of the Day Student
program, said the program makes a positive impact on
the Waco community.
“We support and give youth another option for
academic success,” DeGrate said. “This program helps
decrease the number of dropouts and gives youth and
families courage and confidence for their future.”
Sam and Dre are grateful for the encouragement
they found at MCH.
“MCH has shown up for me and my family when we
needed it,” Sam said. “MCH is the place to call because
they will answer.”
“I’ve found role models and support at MCH,” Dre
said. “I’ve grown in my attitude, behavior and academics,
and I've been able to do things I wouldn’t have been
able to do somewhere else. I know this program is here
for me.” ·

For more information about enrollment in the
Day Student program at MCH, call Amy Grisham,
director of school support, at (254) 750-2606.
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2019

Summer
of Fun!

Summer is a special time for our
youth and families at MCH to have
fun and enjoy special occasions
with those around them. Our young
people served through the residential
program have opportunities to
enjoy a full schedule of recreational
activities, overnight camps, mission
trips, and community service.
Many of our MCH Family Outreach
locations host events where families
are able to come together, have
fun with their children and feel the
support of the MCH community.

From left: Shanita, Destiny,
Jamal, and Raven.

MCH Family Outreach Feature

ENCOURAGEMENT

when it counts
E

Everything was supposed to be all set.
Looking for a fresh start after her divorce, Shanita
and her three children moved from Wisconsin to Texas
in January 2019. Shanita had an apartment lined up
and worked with a staffing agency regarding a job. But
when they arrived, her plans fell apart. The apartment
was in a neighborhood where she felt unsafe, and the
agency no longer had jobs available.
Shanita suddenly found herself homeless in a new
town, and she was desperately looking for a place
to go with her children, Jamal (16), Destiny (13) and
Raven (12).
They stayed at her sister’s home for a couple of
days, but Shanita did not want to be a burden so
she checked two shelters in the area as a temporary
solution. Both shelters were full; however, staff at one of
the shelters gave Shanita information on local agencies
that could possibly help her family. One of the cards
was for MCH Family Outreach in Bryan/College Station.
She called the office and was connected with case
manager Nikki McKeehan.

12
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“There was no place else to go,” Shanita said. “It
came at the right time.”
Shanita began the Family Solutions program,
offered in all 13 MCH Family Outreach offices. Through
the program, families work with a case manager and
receive help through advocacy and support, connection
to resources in the community and other services. The
program allows families to identify and build on their
strengths to meet their needs. Case managers meet
regularly with the family for several months or as long as
needed to offer encouragement as the family develops
and works to accomplish its goals.
The first step for Shanita and her family was to find
a safe place to stay. McKeehan placed the family in a
hotel for a few nights and helped with food. Shanita
called the shelter again the next day, and fortunately a
space had opened.
McKeehan helped the family as they transitioned
into the shelter and regularly checked on them. After
they got settled, Shanita found a job but needed to
leave very early in the morning to travel across town

Shanita (left) feels encouraged and supported through
her work with case manager Nikki McKeehan (at right)
and MCH Family Outreach.

for her shift, leaving her unable to take the children
to school. McKeehan stepped in, going above and
beyond by giving the children a ride to school each
morning for two weeks, sometimes even stopping for
donuts on the way.
“The kids thought she was amazing,” Shanita said.
“They loved her. That helped a
whole lot.”
Shanita asked McKeehan
to go with her when she took
a test to obtain her CDL
license. She passed and found
a job in transportation with Bryan
ISD. Shanita calls McKeehan an
“ambassador for Christ.”
“God sent the right person,”
she said. “She’s genuine. God
knows I don’t open up to a lot
of people.”
Things are looking up for Shanita and her family.
They moved out of the shelter and into a threebedroom townhouse. She was recently promoted as
a trainer at her job. The children love their school and
received good grades in the spring. They found
a church with McKeehan’s help that has a
good youth ministry where the children feel

loved and accepted. They are proud of their mom for
overcoming challenges.
“She is strong,” Jamal said. “When she takes steps
back, she comes back faster.”
Shanita said the entire staff at MCH Family
Outreach was willing to help her family. One case
manager chatted with the children about the book
they were reading during a visit. Ted Randall, director of
the Bryan/College Station office, made himself available
to Jamal, providing him with a positive male influence
he could trust. Shanita said finding MCH was a blessing
for their family.
“This place is a vessel of God,” she said. “He used this
organization to help us transition. This place means a
lot to me.”
In May, Shanita earned an associate’s degree in
early childhood education and is working toward
starting her own daycare. MCH extended the
family’s case so staff could continue to support
Shanita’s efforts and connect her with individuals
who can provide advice
and assistance. She recently
met with a financial advisor
utilized frequently by MCH
to go over her business plan,
and she found a location for
the daycare. Shanita feels
optimistic about her next
steps, but knows it will require
hard work.
“It’s going to take a lot of
faith and belief in God to get this
project going,” she said.
McKeehan has been impressed by Shanita’s
persistence and drive to improve her family’s life.
“She is amazing,” McKeehan said. “I feel blessed to
be on this journey with them. Her determination, faith
in God, and love for her family are inspiring. I learned a
lot from her. We always think we are going to teach our
clients things, but I’ve learned so much from them.” ·
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NEWS & NOTES

Twin brothers Joseph (left)
and Johnnie (right) found
stability at MCH.

CAMP RISE UP 2019

M
YOUTH PROFILE

JOSEPH & JOHNNIE
FINDING SOLID GROUND

D

Devoted to God, determined, hardworking, beyond
reproach, and positive are just a few of the words used to
describe 16-year-old twins Joseph and Johnnie.
Before coming to Methodist Children’s Home in
September 2018, the brothers did not have a consistent
home. From a young age, Joseph and Johnnie moved from
one family member’s care to the next. Eventually the two
were placed under the care of Child Protective Services and
continued to move from placement to placement.
“Our last placement was in an emergency shelter,”
Johnnie said. “That is when we found out about MCH and
realized it could be an option for us. We toured the campus
and I wanted to come immediately. Without MCH, we’d still
be moving around.”
Since the brothers made their transition, they have
seen MCH as solid ground for rest and growth.
“From the start, I felt really welcomed and supported,”
Joseph said. “God has been our driving force to get us
through different things, and we are blessed He brought us
to MCH. I believe we are here for a reason.”
Jeanna Odom, home life manager, has watched the
two grow tremendously in their short time at MCH.
“These two have grown into responsible young men,”
Odom said. “They are learning to communicate effectively,
and they are learning valuable lessons such as being able
to control their responses to situations even when they are
unable to control certain circumstances.”
Johnnie recognizes the change in his life since being
at MCH.
“I have become more open and trusting, especially
with authority,” he said. “I never want to stop growing and
transforming. I want to be the best I can be.”
Joseph said he and his brother are being more
productive than ever before.
“I am now realizing more of my own potential,” Joseph said.
Joseph and Johnnie have found community through
the various MCH programs. Joseph connected with the
Spiritual Development department and participates in
14
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clubs and the worship arts program. He has also applied to
be a student worker for the department.
Johnnie has engaged with athletic opportunities
at MCH and last season played football, basketball and
ran track. This summer he is “getting right” mentally and
physically in the weight room, preparing his body and heart
for his future.
“We want to make the most of our lives starting now,”
Joseph said. “Each opportunity we have is a fresh new start
and that has changed something in us. We are improving
our character and that won’t stop. We hold ourselves to a
high standard because Christ is in us.”
This fall Joseph and Johnnie will begin their senior
year of high school. Johnnie anticipates playing basketball,
football, and running track.
“It is my dream to play for the NBA,” Johnnie said. “The
court has been like a home to me, and I want to influence
others and glorify God there. MCH is helping me grow and
pursue my dreams.”
Joseph will study welding through the Greater Waco
Advanced Manufacturing Academy (GWAMA), a dual credit
program through Waco ISD. It is his hope to attend Texas
State Technical College (TSTC) after graduating from high
school, and he plans to “constantly seek God’s calling in
every chapter.”
Odom believes the twins have made an impact on
the MCH community and will continue impacting others
throughout their lives.
“I know that wherever they go once they graduate,
they will continue to be role models to those around them,”
said Odom. “I am incredibly proud.”
Michael Lewis, school support specialist at MCH,
believes the brothers will continue to make a difference
with their lives and passion for God.
“These young men are incredibly special,” Lewis said.
“They are top-of-the-line in their behavior, thoughts and
willingness to work. I know they can change the world.” •

MCH residents enjoyed
summer activities through Camp
Rise Up, a day camp on the
Waco campus led by the MCH
Recreation department.
Camp Rise Up utilizes TrustBased Relational Intervention (TBRI)
principles to help youth learn life
skills and important self-regulation
techniques. Residents participated
in intentional experiential
recreation activities such as crashand-bump games, life skills, and
movement and art groups. Youth
also heard from a number of
encouraging guest speakers.
Recreation staff has hosted
Camp Rise Up for several years and

this year implemented a buddy
system to help youth and staff
build stronger relationships.
The Camp Rise Up theme this
summer was respect. Through
group and team activities,
participants engaged daily with
different MCH Life Skills that teach
them how to respect themselves
and others.
Rebekah Powell, program
specialist for MCH, said
the students build trusting
relationships with the staff and
each other during camp that will
continue to grow moving forward.
“When I see kids having fun
and interacting in healthy ways

MCH staff member Tim Price (left) poses with Camray
during an outdoor recreational activity for Camp Rise Up.

with their peers and staff, I know
we are accomplishing what we are
here for,” she said. •

FISH CAMP 2019

I

Incoming freshmen at the
charter school on the campus
of MCH learned what to expect
entering high school during Fish
Camp, a freshman orientation.
Sixteen students began their
first year at the charter school,
operated in partnership with The
University of Texas-University
Charter School system.

MCH staff member Dorothy Phillips (left) sits next to
Jordan, a freshman at the charter school.

Michelle Arocha, executive
principal, gave students an
overview of the school, went
over expectations and explained
transcripts and grade point
averages. Additionally, she
informed them of changes this
upcoming school year including
new teachers, schedules and
school policies.
After Arocha’s presentation,
students were introduced to
members of the MCH Transition
Services (TS) staff. TS coordinators
begin meeting with MCH students
their junior year to help them
prepare and develop postgraduation plans, including how to
apply for college and scholarships,
admissions testing, taking college
visits, finding a place to live, and
learning independent living skills.
TS staff explained to students
about life after high school and
gave examples regarding cost
of living expenses such as rent

and phone. They also provided
information on additional MCH
resources available to students and
stressed the importance of doing
well in school in order to increase
their chance of success in advanced
education or the workplace.
Freshmen also received
information on dual credit and
career development programs
available to them as upperclassmen
through partnerships with Waco
ISD and local colleges.
They closed out the day
with team building exercises and
discussed what they learned during
the orientation.
“I learned that you need
good grades and to be on your
best behavior in order to earn
scholarships,” said Devion, one of
the students attending Fish Camp.
Charter school students began
the 2019-2020 school year on
Aug. 19. •
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DEVELOPMENT NEWS

SUMMER CONFERENCES

SEASON OF GIVING 2019

BUILDING

HOPE
NEW HOMES TO OPEN SOON

M

MCH staff enjoy attending the six annual United
Methodist conferences of Texas and New Mexico
each summer, which gives them the opportunity to
celebrate the many churches that faithfully support
MCH. Pictured above are Trey Oakley, MCH President/
CEO; former MCH Board member Ann Weiss; Marvin
UMC staff members George Brigman, Russ Cooper
and Melissa Brigman; and current MCH Board
member Dr. Le'Ann Solmonson. Marvin UMC in Tyler
received a certificate for being a top-20 giving church
in Texas and New Mexico. •

M

MCH is grateful for its faithful donors who give to
ensure the children have a joyous Christmas. As fall
approaches, MCH is preparing for the holidays through
its Christmas Offering, Secret Santa program and
other giving opportunities. Please consider inviting a
speaker to share the story of MCH with church groups
or congregations, in addition to distributing Christmas
Offering brochures to church members.
MCH relies heavily on the generosity of its
benefactors during Christmas; 60 percent of donations
contributed to the annual fund come during this
season of giving. To learn more about ways your church
can share the story of MCH this Christmas, contact the
Development department at Development@MCH.org
or toll free at 1-800-853-1272. •

LYLE MASON NAMED VICE PRESIDENT FOR DEVELOPMENT

M

MCH welcomes back Lyle
Mason as vice president for
development. The position became
available after Trey Oakley was
selected as MCH president and
CEO. Mason began his new role on
Sept. 9, 2019.
Mason’s career at MCH
started in 2010 when he joined
the Development department as
a fundraiser. He was promoted
in 2012 and served four years as
director of benefactor relations.
In this role, he focused on the
annual fund, strategic objectives
and special fundraising projects.
Mason was also at MCH during the
planning process and launch of the
Building Hope capital campaign.
In 2016, Mason joined Chip
Gaines, his longtime friend, to
16
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create and then manage the
Magnolia Foundation. He served
as executive director of the
foundation and fulfilled additional
roles within the ever-expanding
Magnolia organization.
Mason said he is excited to
return to serve at MCH. While he
fulfills his responsibilities as vice
president for development, he
will also remain on the Board of
Directors of Magnolia Foundation.
“The decision was unanimously
supported by our leadership team
and board members,” Oakley said.
“Those who know Lyle are aware of
his abilities and passion for inspiring
others to support MCH. Those
who have not met Lyle will see
this for themselves when he joins
an already strong Development

M

MCH youth and staff will move
into the B.R. and Helen Greathouse
Home and Nancy J. Bowen Home
early this fall. These homes are the
fourth and fifth homes built on
the Waco campus as part of the
Building Hope capital campaign
launched in 2015.
Phase III of the fundraising
campaign is nearing completion,
which will provide four additional
homes incorporating the new
trauma-informed design. One of
these new homes will be named

in honor of Tim and Susan Brown,
former MCH president and his wife,
who retired in June.
The goal of the capital
campaign is to build 12 homes
that will better meet the needs
of today’s youth. The campaign
is part of a strategic initiative
challenging MCH to address
changes in the current and future
population of residents, and cost
and maintenance efficiencies,
while incorporating expertise MCH
has gained through its partnership

B.R. and Helen Greathouse Home

Nancy J. Bowen Home

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”

“Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with
gladness; come before Him with joyful songs. Know that the Lord
is God. It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His people, the
sheep of His pasture. Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His
courts with praise; give thanks to Him and praise His name. For the
Lord is good and His love endures forever; His faithfulness continues
through all generations.”

Matthew 5:16

department. I look forward to the
way Lyle will lead our Development
department at MCH.”
Mason was born and raised in
San Antonio, Texas. He earned the
bachelor of business administration
degree from Baylor University and
a master’s degree in biblical studies
from Dallas Theological Seminary.
He and his wife, Denise, have been
married for 21 years and have three
children: Hannah, 19; Luke 17; and
Justin, 12.

with the Karyn Purvis Institute
of Child Development at Texas
Christian University.
The new homes will display
a tribute to the generous
benefactors, with each including a
scripture or quote selected by the
donor family. To learn more about
supporting the Building Hope
capital campaign, contact Trey
Oakley at TOakley@MCH.org. •

Barney, known by his nickname B.R., was born and raised in
Blackwell, Texas. In 1929, he married the love of his life, Helen Lee
Maddox, and they moved to Midland, Texas. In 1933, they bought
the inventory of a failed store and opened their own in Midland.
Side by side, B.R. and Helen worked for more than 37 years. They
were faithful members of First Methodist Church in Midland.
B.R. was very involved in the community. He had a wonderful
reputation of offering free medicine to all children whose families
could not afford it. Helen was a caring, giving individual and had
a warm spot for children and adults with any physical or mental
challenge. B.R. and Helen traveled the world and at one time had
fished in every free country in the world. The untimely death of B.R.
in 1973 did not allow him to see the fruits of his work and giving
spirit. In 1997, Helen created the Helen Greathouse Charitable
Trust, which was her way to give back to the community they truly
loved. Helen passed away in 2001, but the Greathouse legacy is
only beginning. The generosity of the Greathouse Charitable Trust
has funded many projects on the Waco campus, including several
aspects of the Building Hope capital campaign and this new home.
May all those who live, work and enter this home be encouraged
and blessed by the generosity of B.R. and Helen Greathouse.

Psalm 100
Ms. Nancy Bowen was born in Corpus Christi, Texas, where
she later worked for her father’s real estate business. In a time
when this business was often dominated by males, she was
known to be able to hold her own and negotiate with the best of
them. After her father’s death, she took over the business and ran
it until it was sold in 2002. She was very active in her community
and was an avid traveler. Ms. Bowen was a longtime supporter
of Methodist Children’s Home, giving every year at Christmas for
almost three decades. She was also known to be well-informed
about the ministry of MCH through reading Sunshine magazine
and being a part of the Sunshine Club and Heritage Club. Friends
and loved ones shared many stories of how she often passed up
personal purchases in order to give to others. She was a friend to
MCH and will bless the children for years to come through her
faithful support.
SUNSHINE MAGAZINE | SUMMER 2019
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MEMORIAL GIFTS AND GIFTS OF HONOR
GIFTS MADE FROM MAY 2019 THROUGH JUNE 2019

HONORARIUMS

TRANSITION SERVICES

RAVEN
WORDS OF IMPACT

A

At the age of 15, Raven entered into a world
of uncertainty when she came to live at Methodist
Children’s Home. Although her grandmother gave
Raven a lot of love and support, she hoped MCH
would provide her granddaughter with more
opportunities to succeed.
“I remember when I first came to MCH, I would
always tell myself that I can’t change the life I’ve been
given, but I can change the way I live it,” Raven said.
Raven excelled at MCH and graduated early from
high school at Rapoport Academy in December 2014.
She took college courses at McLennan Community
College the next semester, all before her 18th birthday.
That summer, she moved into her own apartment
and continued her education, but admits she
became disconnected from MCH. During this time,
Crystal Anthony, Transition Services (TS) coordinator,
periodically reached out to Raven to offer support.
Anthony began working with Raven as she
completed her associate’s degree in general academics.
She received the Albaugh Scholarship through MCH
and enrolled in Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi to
pursue her bachelor’s degree in English with a writing
studies emphasis. She is now a published author, with
several poems included in a literary journal at MCC,
and she was recently chosen to participate in Corpus
Christi’s writer’s anthology. Raven maintains a 4.0 grade
point average and will graduate in May 2020.
“When given opportunities, she takes full
advantage and works really hard,” Anthony said. “She

18
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is always very thankful. She really takes pride in her
education and in her life.”
Anthony and Raven continue to discuss her postgraduation plans. Raven intends to look for a job in
Waco so she can help care for her grandmother. She
understands that creative writing, her passion, may
not pay the bills at first, but she hopes to utilize her
education and talent in a beneficial way.
“I want to make an impact wherever I am,” Raven
said. “I hope what I do will expand someone else’s way
of thinking, their knowledge and their compassion for
other people. That’s my goal when I’m writing.”
Raven said in addition to her positive relationship
with her grandmother, MCH played a major role in her
success by giving her opportunities she might not have
had otherwise.
“The entire Methodist Children’s Home experience
changed my life,” Raven said. ”My grandma wasn’t in a
position to give me the kind of care I needed but I got
that at MCH. I don’t think I would have had the support
to do what I’m doing today without the help of MCH
and TS. It's immeasurable.”
Through her experiences, Raven gained
perspective on dealing with adversity.
“As I’ve grown older, I’ve learned that I can’t control
every circumstance in my life, and I can’t control every
person,” she said. “But I’m in control with what I choose
to do with my life and how I choose to interact with
people. If I can have an impact on someone, then I
would like to do so.” •

Jane Aiken
Mary Billeck
Mrs. Marianne Anderson
Mrs. Jami Lovelady
Brian and Melissa Bivona
Carol Sue Purcell
Mrs. Mitzi Boeselt’s Birthday
Virginia Adcock
Bryce Brittain
Derwood and Cindy Conn
Tim Brown
Arledge Brashers
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Mason
James and Laura Milam
Lisa and Chuck Campbell
Arledge Brashers
Brittany Fitz Chapman
Judge and Mrs. Robert A. Fitz
Andrea Cole
Reverend Terry W. Cashion
Allison Crawford
Blain and Debbie Keith
Mrs. Mona Curington
Mrs. Jami Lovelady
Dr. Jack K. Daniels
Deborah and Scott Wilder
Development Staff
Allison Crawford
Karen Dorris
Rick and Susan Cade
Jake and JoAnn Eastman’s
50th Wedding Anniversary
Jane D. Brooks
Father’s Day
United Methodist Women
Tobin Park UMC, El Paso, TX
Women of Waples
Waples UMC, Granbury, TX
Cathy Faubion
Joe and Belinda Faubion
Allan Fink
Carolyn and Bill Barthels
Annette Pfeil
Sue Fiorey’s 70th Birthday
Reverend and Mrs. J.B. Morris
The staff of First UMC Irving, TX
Jack and Marlane Wallace
Joel and Ricki Florsheim
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Sedberry
Linda Garrison
Marty Vaughan

Wesley and Shirley Gosdin
Patricia Wagner
Charlotte Gump
Mr. Richard Gump
Glenneth and Kitty Harrington
Russell Roddy
Gayle Harris
Arledge Brashers
Chase Nicholas Harvey
Mr. Fred K. Harvey
Nelda Hazlewood
Shelby and Amy Barley
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Garlington
Margaret Henderson
Mr. Joe Hill
Mary Heyduck
Dr. Richard Heyduck
Lois and Bill Horton’s
50th Wedding Anniversary
Lori and Ray Day
Betty Huddleston
James Huddleston
Dan and Sue Jackson
Melissa Adair
Reverend Byron Jarratt
Betty Rosenbaum
Kathleen and Brian Leeper
Mary B. Mitchell-Ellis
Reverend Richard Leggett
Dr. Elsa Soto Leggett
Reverend Kim Long
First UMC Alvarado, TX
Anonymous
Lucy Bunch Long
Mr. Richard Long, II
Debbie Louder
J.W. Stultz
Eula McKown
Mary Billeck
Melanie Mechsner
Alice Travis
Methodist Children’s Home
Paige Knapek
Daniel Moore
Bertha M. Hall
Mother’s Day
First UMC Bronte, TX
First UMC Port Neches, TX
Gleaners Sunday School Class
First UMC, Carthage, TX
Trey Oakley
Arledge Brashers
Samantha Grochoske
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Lewis
Polk Street UMC, Amarillo, TX

Phyrne O’Day
Suzanne Elliott
Aaron Odom
Shelby and Amy Barley
Hanna Odom
Amy and Shelby Barley
Eunice Oliver
Sandra Oliver
Boots and Charlie Paris
Michael and Sharon Paris
Mary Kathryn Paxton’s
Birthday
Mary Holloway
Emily Anne and Caroline
Elaine Rowland
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Rowland
Pastors, members and
associate members of Santo
UMC, TX
Santo UMC, TX
Family members in
lieu of Christmas gifts
Marty and Rick Simonds
Glenn and Jan Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Brent Parks
Homer C. Spear on Father’s Day
Belinda Makins
Kathy Spinks
Arledge Brashers
Bob and Betty Thompson
Robert Campbell
John McKemie
Dr. Henry Presnal
Jim Troyer
Friends in Faith
First UMC Garland, TX
Faye Vick
Amanda Vick
Dara Vigil
Allie M. Davenport, Jr.
Mrs. Fred Vinson
Mr. Fred N. Vinson, Jr.
Laura Walker
Gaynell White
Mark Ward
Dr. and Mrs. Marc and Lexi Flach
Reverend Bob and Violet Waters
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Beaumont
Barbara and Herschel White
Bess Nellis
Pauline Yarbrough’s
100th Birthday
Donna Edwards
Bob Zimmerman’s Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Zimmerman

MEMORIALS
Ginger Aleman
Reverend and Mrs. Kenneth R. Byrd
Edna Anderson
Bobbie E. Roberts
Donald J. Baker
Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Cook
Dr. Roy T. Bassett
Mary Bassett
Kathryn R. Beard
James C. Beard, Sr.
John Cecil Beeson, Sr.
Kathryne Bishop
Fred and Janet Copeland
Glenda Griffin
Lola P. Bennett
Bob and Barbara Dinsmore
Amalie and Weldon Bigony
Anonymous
Jim and Miriam Billings
Miss Karen Billings
Thelma Black
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hopkins
James D. Bonsall
Lynda M. Bonsall
Eulis Peter Bradshaw
Mrs. Virginia Carrington
Dr. Carl Brown
Bob and Rubyetta Cain
Fred Bursey
Charles and Pat Carpenter
Mary Jo Andrews Carson
Anonymous
Frances and Julian Caswell
Judith Ann Caswell
Hugh Samuel Cavitt
Kathryn J. Cavitt
Richard M. Clifton
Early Risers Sunday School
Liberty UMC, Quitman, TX
Barbara Gabriel
Al and Pat Harris
Celeste Lechenmyer
Mr. Clarence C. Meiske
Jonathan and Tawny Wyatt
Derwood Cobb
Peter and Flossie Gibson
Dave Cole
Jack and Linda Hunter
Jerusha Crawford
Reverend Jim and Sue Crawford
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Nace Crawford
Reverend Jim and Sue Crawford
Lera Crow
Linda Phillips
Pat Cruse
Reverend and Mrs. Kenneth R. Byrd
Carolyn Pingley Cunningham
Hunter and Totsy Cunningham
Lou Ellen Degan
Bekki Beverly
Larry and LaJuan McCormick
Ronnie D. McCormick
Bruce DeHart
Marjorie DeHart
Charlie, Nancy and Charles
Delphenis
Alice Coker
Eleanor Beattie Denker
William Denker
Robert E. Denker
William Denker
Jimmy Dibello
Ms. Joy Dibello
Mamie Lee Dodds
Mrs. Jane Jones
Mona Drake
Ann Gibson
Bettye Dunbar
David H. Dunbar
Dr. Philip Duvall
Franklin Jones
David Eager
S. D. Saul
Janice Lorraine Eden
Mrs. Virginia Carrington
Tom Edmondson
Glenn and Kay Furman
Bobbie Ellis
Sarah Hudson
Kay Martin
E. Jean English
Anonymous
Rita Erion
Pat and Roy Klein
David Fairbanks
Pete and Darlene Smith
Jack and Eddie Faubion
Joe Faubion
Billy Galbreath
Roy Allen Adkins
John Gaston
Bill and Carolyn Downs
Bill and May Gay
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Runyon
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Gillespie
Allan and Anne Lueck
Ryan E. Grace
Beverley Grace
Buddy Grandstaff
Mrs. Grace Green
Kathryn Hancock
Leslie and Candy Mallonee
Glynn D. and Sybil York Harrell
Louise Harrell Mulkey
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Linda Harris
Reverend Terry W. Cashion
Richard Harvey
Gary Ray Wallace
Cliff Hazlewood, Jr.
Steven and Terelyn Garlington
Thurman and Syble Head
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Campbell
Giles and Jeanne Henry
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Hatter
Charlie T. Hildebrand
Judith L. Hess
Marsha Lyn Hill
Mr. Dexter Hill
Daniel Horvath
Tim and Joyce Woodlock
Dorothy Houghton
Connie McMillan
Curtis Hover
Reverend and Mrs. Kenneth R. Byrd
Jerry Hudson
James and Kelly Cole, Jenna & Kyler
Jack and Linda Hunter
Bennie Jarratt
Betty Rosenbaum
Reverend and Mrs. Richard W.
Jenkins
Dr. and Mrs. Richard W. Jenkins, Jr.
George D. Johnson
Edwina M. and Hebert L. Brown, Jr.
Reverend John Johnson
Judy Cisneros
Carol Johnson
John and Betty Roberts
Don and Valerie Sorensen
TLC Sunday School Class
Aledo UMC, Aledo, TX
Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Johnson
Kenneth G. Philips
Norma Jones
William and Carol Golding
Ralph Stewart Kelly, Sr.
Mrs. Susan Goodwin
Mildred Geddes Langford
Mr. Harmon Langford
Charles Ray LeDoux
Marline C. Toler
Virginia (Ginger) Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Ed and Debbie Hewitt
Ruth Litzelfelner
Mr. John Koepke
Mimi Maloney
June Ivey
Nina Lou McCaig
Jack and Linda Hunter
My father
Pok H. McDaniel
Debra McDowell
Tim and Joyce Woodlock
Janine McKee
Judge and Mrs. Lloyd
Wesley Perkins
Geraldine McMillan
Darleen Ammann
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Sarah Alice Gilmore Millard
Hunter and Totsy Cunningham
Susan Milstead
Reverend and Mrs. Kenneth R. Byrd
Mrs. Bobbie J. Muhlinghause
Jo Ann Vaughan Minshew
Virgil and Sherry Vaughan
Geraldine Moody
Melissa Moody
Mary A. Morehead
Mr. Brian H. Morehead
Gwyn Hite Morton
Phyllis Morton
Merle and Wanda Mueller
Royce and Lou Wilson
George Munos
Ronald Munos
Jo G. Oakley-Carroll
James L. Carroll
Robert Melvin Olson
Mrs. Diane Olson
Joseph (Joe) Jerome
Outsterhout
Tim and Joyce Woodlock
Mary Burke Parks
Bob and Rubyetta Cain
Ronald, Alyssa and
Michael Parra
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Runyon
William (Billy) Pate
Fort Polk ITAM
Deridder, LA
Mr. and Mrs. K. L. Philips
Kenneth G. Philips
Mrs. Eloise Philp
Ruth Jank
Bruce and Joyce Thiele
Patsy Ruth Vaughan Pike
Virgil and Sherry Vaughan
Evelyn Platt
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Platt
Reverend John W. Platt
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Platt
Mitchell Allen Porter
Loretta and Ray Day
Lois and Bill Horton
Wanda Reynolds
Pete and Darlene Smith
Lesley and Myrtle Rhodes
Carolyn Ray
Karen Richards
Daniel Hollingsworth
Virginia G. Richardson
Robert G. Richardson
Dr. Sidney Roberts
Bobbie E. Roberts
Mildred and Elmer Rodgers
Gary and Cheryl Rodgers
James William Rogers, Sr.
Mr. Monte Rogers
Jonathan Roquemore
Mr. Bob Minchew
Jeannie Scott
Deborah Hewitt

Tommy Scott
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Scarbrough
Lieutenant Colonel
James B. Sisler
Jane B. Sisler
Edna Sisson
Alice Sappington
Glenn and Jan Smith
Mr. Robin Smith
Arledge Riley Spinks
Arledge Brashers
Roy (Bubba) Spinks
Arledge Brashers
Spirit ChristCare Sisters
Spirit ChristCare
Christ UMC, Farmers Branch
Carrollton, TX
Dorothy Smith
Reverend Terry W. Cashion
Jane Spradley
Jeff Carlton
Sue Spradlin
United Methodist Women
Seagraves UMC, Seagraves, TX
Hoyt Stevens
Reverend Gene and Mary
Jo Chamness
Christopher Wayne Thomason
Daniel and Kristine Thomason
Frank Turnham
Glenn and Kay Furman
John Waldon
Eva Lewis
Ned and Margie Wheat
Leroy and Dorothy Wallen
Linda Morrow
Ned Walter
Susan Fox
Georgia Warren
United Methodist Women
Aldine First UMC, Houston, TX
Cheryl Wesson-Horn
Mr. Virgel Horn
Mary Nell Westmoreland
Eva and Charlie Bayer
The Family of Rance, Jennifer
and Jacob Westmoreland
Mrs. Sandra Westmoreland
The Family of Zane, Margie
and Rachel Westmoreland
Cleo and Herbert Wiley
Gary and Cheryl Rodgers
Elaine Wilson
Billy Wilson
Michael Lynn Wilson
Carolyn Saunders
Dale Wingo
Ms. Jacqueline D. Holmes
Doris Wise
Mr. Robin Smith
Him Young
Deborah Young

MEMORIAL GIFTS AND GIFTS OF HONOR ARE

RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR LEVEL OF SUPPORT
$500 - $999 GIFTS
In celebration of The Beginning
of the Trey Oakley Era
By Luke and Jennifer Gilliam
McKinney, TX
In honor of Nevelyn Alexander
By Mr. and Mrs. Ben Alexander
Fort Worth, TX
In honor of Tim Brown
By Carroll Martin
Austin, TX
In honor of Evelyn and
Jack Daniels
By Mr. and Mrs. Paul Calmes
Austin, TX
In honor of our children,
Sarah Filip and Chris Barcus
By Dan and Susan Barcus
Houston, TX
In honor of The Howard
Home Legacy
By Jack Faubion
Spicewood, TX
In honor of Mrs. Nina McCarter
By Thomas K. McCarter
Las Cruces, NM
In honor of Moms and Ladies
of our congregation
By Methodist Men
First UMC Lockney
Lockney, TX
In honor of Lee Moore
By Debé Piatak
New Home, TX
In honor of Whitney Sowell
By The Capital Group Companies
Charitable Foundation
Los Angeles, CA
In honor of Pastor Wayne
Williams, Renew Church Waco
By John R. and Sandra L. Haldeman
Waco, TX
In memory of Jim and
Miriam Billings
By Miss Karen Billings
Las Cruces, NM
In memory of Arthur Capps
By Anonymous

In memory of Mary Jo Andrews
Carson
By Anonymous
In memory of Larry Bob Conway
By Linda Conway
Big Spring, TX
In memory of my parents,
Mr. and Mrs. M.L. Godwin
By Sandra Godwin
Arlington, TX
In memory of our parents,
John Boston and Ida Irene
Hankla & Joe and Eva Hurt
By William Hankla-Hurt Trust
Austin, TX
In memory of Hope Hughes
By Barbara R. Hughes
Cedar Crest, NM
In memory of Robert H. Merrell
By Mrs. Leigh Marks
Fort Worth, TX
In memory of Lit and
Kenzel Moore
By Debé Piatak
New Home, TX
In memory of Dorothy Morgan,
Bertha Laird Tomme and
Berniece Laird Lee
By Mr. Laird Morgan
Richardson, TX

In honor of Children in the
John and Julie Diem Family
By Julie and John Diem
Georgetown, TX

In memory of Joyce Renner
By Paul Renner
Houston, TX
In memory of Mr. and Mrs.
Hamilton Robinson & Mr. and
Mrs. Robert McCormack
By Mr. and Mrs. Gregory McCormack
Kingwood, TX

In honor of Moe Dozier
By Mr. Hank Coleman
Houston, TX
In honor of Allan Fink’s
88th Birthday
By Betty Fink
Cost, TX

In memory of the three Suggs
children during the Depression
of the 1930s
By Victoria Suggs
Streetman, TX

In honor of Ken Harvey
By Bobby Bishop
Celina, TX
In honor of The Howard Home
Legacy Capital Campaign
By Mr. James M. Miller
Birmingham, AL

In memory of Wilburn Curnutt
By Mr. and Mrs. Travis and Nancy
Stone
Houston, TX

In honor of Pellicore Family
and Friends Bake Sale
By Kingwood UMC, Family
and Friends
Kingwood, TX

In memory of Lera Jeane Lee
By The Lera Jeane Lee Charitable
Gift Annuity
Austin, TX
$5,000 - $25,999 GIFTS

In honor of River Smith
By Rose M. Connell
Harker Heights, TX
In recognition of Miriam Powell
By Scott Wallace
Dallas, TX

In memory of Mr. and Mrs.
Leslie Sunderman
By Glenda Hollingsworth
Wharton, TX

In memory of James
N. Galbraith
By Ms. Barbara Galbraith
Dallas, TX

In memory of Reverend
Rick Wolfe
By Debé Piatak
New Home, TX

In memory of Kent Gentry
By Mrs. Kent Gentry
Bronte, TX

$1,000 - $2,999 GIFTS
In honor of Carroll Choate
By Julie and Maro Johnson
Dallas, TX

$3,000 - $4,999 GIFTS

In honor of Trey Oakley
By Reverend and Mrs.
Thomas Nagle
El Paso, TX

In memory of Claude Prewitt, Jr.
By Claude Prewitt
Forney, TX

In memory of Rick Wolfe
By Mr. and Mrs. Wes Green
Amarillo, TX

In memory of Billy
Bob Thomason
By Donna Thomason
Center, TX

In memory of Thurman Head
and Syble Head
By Tommy and Wynona Head
Goldthwaite, TX

In honor of my son-in-law
Les Leskoven
By Susan Stites
Corsicana, TX
In memory of Allen and
Jean Cunningham
By Linda Wild
Kerrville, TX
In memory of James H. DuBois
By Mrs. Sylvia DuBois
Waco, TX
In memory of Molly Huffman
and Chester Harth
By Charles Huffman
Lockney, TX

In memory of Dr. Lloyd and
Esther Hughes
By Carolyn Hughes
Cedar Crest, NM
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